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FROM YOUR EDITOR

Dear Members & Friends:

NOT-FOR-PROFIT?

Once again, the end of the Gregorian calendar year is approaching and once more many of us are being inundated with fundraising requests from organizations who want to get part of our tax-deductible dollars.

To practice charity is a time-honored Jewish and humane tradition. But before you part with some of your valued savings you have a right to know where the money is going; how and how much of it is being used effectively for the betterment of the community and who will be the biggest beneficiaries.

An article in the ‘Forward’ of November 13th listed the 2008 annual salaries of 75 Jewish communal leaders in the U.S.A. The article classified the organizations into three different categories:  *Federations; *Advocacy & Public Service; and *Religious&Education.

Most likely, all these organizations qualified for not-for-profit status. The salaries paid to their heads were straightforward salaries, not incomes earned by entrepreneurs who had taken risks and provided a novel product or service.

  In the ‘Federations’ category the highest compensation was $575,000 and the lowest reported was $237,000.  Here are some examples:

Organization: Initials CEO: Salary:

Jewish Federations of No. America:

                       J.S.     $575,000.

Jewish Community Federation Baltimore:      M.T.  $485,000.

Jewish Community Federation Cleveland:      S.H.   $450,000.

UJA Feder. Jewish Philanthropies New York:     J.R.     $444,000.

Jewish United Fund, of Metro Chicago:        S.N.     $441,000

Jewish Federation Greater Philadelphia:  I.S.      $438,840.

Jewish Federation of Greater Washington:   M.G.  $ 425,000.  

    Among the lesser paid:

UJC of MetroWest, New Jersey

                       M.K.  $248,548

In the Advocacy/Public Service group the highest was $532,378 and the lowest reported was $85,000.

Ant-Defamation League:



A.F.  $532,378

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum:

                     
S.B.   $510,798

American Israel Public Affairs Committee:
H.K.  $489,462

American Jewish Committee:

          

D.H.   $463,939.

Jewish Community Cntrs. Assoc. of No. America
A.F.   $457.314.

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee:
S.S.    $430.253

Hadassah:
R.A.   $355,128

B’nai Brith      D.M.  $327,161.

     At the low end:

Jewish Labor Committee:

                         S.S.    $85.000.

In the Religious/Education category, the highest salary was $750,000 and the lowest reported was $80,900.

Yeshiva University



R.J.   $750,000

Brandeis University



J.R.   $405.209

Touro College



B.L.  $340,696

Clal

B.H.  $265,000

               &      I.K.   $256,000

American Jewish University



R.W  $213,679

    Among the lesser paid:

Central Conference of American Rabbis (Reform)  S.F. $80,900.

The ‘Forward’ listed Rabbi Marvin Hier’s salary (of the Simon Wiesenthal Center) to be $313,217 but the ‘Jewish Chronicle recorded his salary in 2004 to be $461,418. Did he take a pay cut?

The salaries of the executives of the Claims Conference were not listed in the ‘Forward’ but the ‘Jewish Chronicle’ reported in 2004 that Gideon Taylor was paid a salary of $437,811 plus fringe benefits. 

In case you are interested in the flow of some of the funds, the established procedure was as follows:

    (continued on page 2)

OUR NEXT MEETINGS

Where: Park East Synagogue

              164 East  68 Street, NYC

When: Sunday, December 20, 2009


  1PM-2PM: Social Hour


   2PM – 4.45PM: Film

Topic: Film: “The Rape of Europa”

This widely acclaimed documentary has been described as a masterpiece, part history, part thriller and part provocative. It covers major events during WWII; the wholesale plunder of artwork by the Nazis; the multiple rescues of irreplaceable old masters by unsung heroes; the subsequent searches, recoveries and repatriations. It is said to have been impeccably researched, consistently surprising and always captivating.

Members:
$5.oo

Non-members: $8.00

All are welcome!

Refreshments will be served

Our subsequent meeting:
Sunday, January 17th, 2010

Same place & time.

  1) The Federations forwarded the collected contributions to an umbrella organization (although some have broken with that tradition), previously called the United Jewish Communities – UJC, and now called the ‘Jewish Federations of North America – JFNA’.

  2) The JFNA would subsequently funnel the donations known as the “core funding” to two agencies: the ‘Jewish Agency’ and the ‘JDC-Joint’.

  3) In turn, these agencies would allocate the funds to a variety of agencies, projects and institutions all over the world, but mainly to the FSU – Former Soviet Union, and to Israel.

  4) Many of these recipients would then further distribute the funds.

 Almost all of above organizations are staffed with salaried personnel.

We don’t know how our readers feel about it, but we are astounded and dismayed at the level of some of the salaries exacted by some of these communal leaders who profess to be toiling in the humanitarian field.

When queried, these individuals are quick to point to salaries being paid in the corporate world, which – in our eyes - is not a convincing argument. The role they accepted is to serve the communities, not that of  CEOs of  profit-driven corporations.

  Is there a ceiling in their search for comparable compensation? Is there a top?  Is there a point at which they will no longer look around at who makes more?

  All are bemoaning the level of anti-Semitism in the world; all are deploring the prevalent accusations that Jews are greedy.  What kind of example are they setting?

We did not have the time to research what the current compensations are in the philanthropic world of non-Jews, but here are some figures of 2004 salaries of the better-known:

Elizabeth Dole of the American Red Cross, who is administering close to $2 billions of organizational income, received less than $240,000.

David M. Cooney of Goodwill Industries, who administers about one billion annual income, received about $250,000.

Billy Graham, in charge of over $100 million, received $135,000.

Kenneth Holder of the Salvation Army, with annual income of $1.5 billion, received a salary of only $60,000.

Now let’s evaluate what our Jewish communal leaders have been drawing and the justifications:

In the Educational field: $750,000?  Granted that the management of a University requires special skills; but more than double the salary of the President of the United States, or of mayors of major cities with huge problems? Whose job is more complex and fraught with risks?

  Most condemnatory, in our opinion are the excessive salaries demanded in the Advocacy/Public Service category by individuals claiming to work in the best interest of the Jewish communities.  All are aware of the shameful level of poverty among elderly Jews, especially among Holocaust Survivors who came to this country without skills, without assets and without families.

Ironically, they cite that deplorable situation in their fundraising efforts, to get donations from middle-class, conscientious individuals who generally only make one fourth of the salaries of the soliciting CEO’s

Gideon Taylor of the Claims Conference drew close to $450,000, plus benefits, in 2004.  Why? Most of the compensations the Germans have paid. over many decades, were paid under the “Wiedergutmachung – BEG’ program, which had been negotiated in the 1950s. Hence the C.C. administration of the last few decades had little to do with that success. The Claims Conference’s role during the subsequent 40+ years was not much more than that of a postman, transferring established pensions.  Yes, they achieved more recent successes in their negotiations (with the assistance of class-action lawyers and public officials) with the slave-labor agreement, the Swiss Banks settlement, the French agreements and article 2.  But altogether, all those subsequent agreements are only a fraction in comparison to the $80+ billions the Germans paid out in monthly pensions and that required only minimal administrative efforts by the Claims Conference. Then why the huge executive salaries?  For having been able to appropriate the proceeds of most of the East German formerly Jewish properties; after having published – for only six months - a disjointed list of potential previous owners?

Many of the organizations listed in the beginning of this article invoke the consequences of the Holocaust in their fundraising literature.  But what are they doing to mitigate the sufferings of the many impoverished Shoah survivors? What political, judicial or media efforts have they engaged in to alleviate to problem?

In July, four NAHOS members went to Congress in Washington, D.C., -joining other HSF-USA delegates and grassroots survivor group leaders – to petition, once again, representatives and senators asking them to pass a bill that would obligate European insurance companies to publish lists of all unpaid insurance policies and to grant survivors or heirs the right to sue these companies in U.S. courts. The companies had paid only about 3% of all outstanding life insurance policies at the end of WWII, and, to the best of our knowledge, had not paid a single property claim and not a single dowry claim.

  None of the large Jewish Public Service organizations joined us in this endeavor. Quite the contrary, they resist any change in the status quo and a few even opposed us openly. They resent concerned and activist Survivors for making waves.

As most of our readers know, an International Conference on Holocaust Restitutions was held in Prague at the end of June. When our national alliance HSF-USA became aware that the drafted official agenda did not contain any reference to the plight of destitute survivors, we sent protest letters to the State Department and to the Secretary of State. Thanks to our efforts, which included conference calls with highly placed officials, that topic was not only added but moved to the top of the agenda.  In her  presentation to the Conference - attended by delegates from 46 countries – HSF delegate Esther Finder spoke not only about the high level of destitution among survivors, but also about the insurance mess. None of the attending Jewish organizations had made any effort to have the issue of poverty included in the agenda, but now some of them are referring to this topic-  in their fundraising literature – as if they had played a role in it.

  What will be the result of our efforts?  We don’t know; time will tell; we did what had to be done and what no one else was bothering to do.  During the past year we (HSF-USA) sent also letters and messages about the survivors’ problems to president Obama, to the U.S. State Department, to the U.S. Justice department, to numerous representatives; to the German Chancellor Merkel, the German ambassador and to the ‘Financial Services Roundtable’.  HSF-USA issued press-releases; our NAHOS newsletters are sent regularly to congressional representatives, academicians, journalists and other influential opinion-makers.

Unlike others, we do not just bewail, we are taking whatever steps are available to us. Whenever possible, we try to keep our readers informed by publishing the actual correspondence. We pledged, some time ago, never to be silenced in our quest for justice for survivors.

Some of the Jewish organizations and institutions – that are now asking for your year-end charity dollars – had received millions of dollars in past years.  Some have received bequeaths and endowments in the hundreds of millions.

   So please, when you renew your annual membership (see page 8), please allocate your charity contributions where they are most needed and where they will result in actions and not just words and laments. As you know, NAHOS has no salaried officers or staff; all are volunteers who frequently pay some of the expenses from their own pockets. Add  whatever you can afford, to the annual dues of $28.

     Shalom U’Bracha;  L.R.

EAST  BERLIN PROPERTIES

In our March 2008, July 2008 and February 2009 issues we reported that a German History professor, Dr. Christopher Kreuzmuller of the Humboldt University, had initiated - in 2005 - a research-project to document Jewish businesses in Berlin that had been seized by the Nazis.

NAHOS members Rebecca and Jehuda Even-Zohar traveled to Germany and met with Dr. Kreuzmuller who, reportedly, is very cooperative.  Based on the findings of Dr. Kreuzmuller’s research team,  the “Aktives Museum Des Faschismus Und Wiederstand in Berlin” of the Humboldt University sponsored an exhibition until December 15th, 2009 and issued an 84-pages publication under the title: “Verraten Und Verkauft – Juedische Unternehmen in Berlin 1933-1845.”

Mr. & Mrs. Even-Zohar provided us with an actual issue of the publication.  The brochure includes photographs of the establishments from before the Nazis’ takeover and after the “Kristallnacht” and a series of descriptive articles.

 It is estimated that there were about 9,000 Jewish businesses in Berlin; the brochure describes about 25. Below is a listing of the recorded enterprises and their former locations: (alphab. by last name)

Friedrich W. Boss

    Schoenhauer Allee 161

E. Braun & Co. Berlin

    Unter  Den Linden 2

Antiquariat Martin Breslauer

    FranzoesischeStrasse 46

A. Bruenn Jr.

    Berliner Allee 29-31

Deutsche Compagnie Heitinger

    Dresdner Strasse 20

Deutsches Theater

    Schumannstrasse  13a

EBRO

    Pistoriusstrasse 66-69

Froehlich & Pelz

    Konstanzer Str.1 & Ritterstr. 86

GetreidegrossHandlung A. Hoxter

    Pariser Strasse 32

Eiergross & Einzelh. Jacobowitz

    Bergmannstrasse 16

Herr & Dame Erwin Jacobowitz

    Potsdamer Strasse 12

Kreditwarenhaus Jonass & Co.

    Lothringer Strasse 1

KaDeWe

    Tauentzienstrasse 21-24

S.Kaliski & Co.

   Tauentzienstrasse 7b

Kostuemhaus Theater H.J. Kaufman

   Schwedter Strasse 9

Kutschera Betriebe, “Café Wien”

   Kurfuerstendamm 26

Markthalle VI

   Ackerstrasse 23-26

Michalski & Striemer

   Gruenstrasse 5-6

Ruilos Knoblauch-Verwertung

   Achenbachstrasse 33/35

Private Kunstgewerbschule Reimann

   Landshueter Strasse 38

Berliner Produktenboerse

   Burgstrasse 25

A.N. Schmidt & Co. GmbH>

   Alexandrinnenstrasse 95-96

Ed. & Max Moses Wasserman

   Brunnenstrasse 71 & Wisbyer 63

Butterhandlung Gebr. Weinberger

   Brunnenstrasse 188-190

Wertheim

   Leipziger Strasse 126-130

Victor Weiss, Briefmarken & 

   Potsdamer Strasse 12

Beleuchtungshaus Westens  Philippi

   Kurfuerstendam 203

Atelier Yva – Photographie

   Schuetzenstrasse 45

Teppichgrossshandlung N. Zacouto

   Jaegerstrasse 61

Mrs. Rebecca Even-Zohar recommends to all former owners of businesses in East Berlin to apply promptly. Even though officially the former owners and/or heirs had to file applications in 1990-1992, the German offices are apparently still willing to consider claims until the end of 2009.  Mrs. Even-Zohar’s case might be very different from other cases ,but – for informational purposes – here are the steps she took so far:

   1) At no time did she have any dealings with the Claims Conference – C.C.   If the Claims Conference already obtained the property from the German offices, then they are now the official owners and their deadlines – including the deadline for the ‘Goodwill Fund’- have long since passed.

   2) The next step was to ascertain whether the property had been in East Berlin. This is important because the deadline restitutions of West Berlin properties has long since passed.  Dr. Kreuzmueller confirmed to her that the property had been in the East.  His address and the phone number are:

   Dr. Kreuzmueller, chairman of History & Philosophy at Humboldt University, Unter Den Linden 6, Berlin. Tel: 011-49-30-20-93-4958.

   3) Next, the Even-Zohar’s applied to the office of “Regelung Offener Vermoegungsfragen’Landsausgleichsamt”  (now in Nueremberg). After several months they were informed that the office had not enough evidence that the business had been in East Berlin and therefore they could not help them.

   4) The Even-Zohar’s had now the option of going to Court and/or to hire lawyers. They decided not to to hire lawyers and to handle everything in person or by phone.  They applied to the “Verwaltungsgericht Berlin” telephone 011-49-30-9014-0, but the Court initially turned them down, citing that East Berlin had been under Soviet rule from 1945 to 1989

   5) While waiting for the Court- hearing, Mrs. Even-Zohar  had written to the German Chancellor, Frau Bundeskanzlerin Angelika Merkel, Budeskanzleramt, Willy Brandt Strasse 1,  10557 Berlin, Germany.  Not long after, she got a reply that they were looking into it and they gave her a case number.

   6) Consequently, the “Bundesamt fur Zentrale Dienste und Offene Vermoegungsfragen” sent a representative to the Court hearing.  The representative made her sign that she gave up her Court claim and was assigning the case to the agency  They promised it give it a thorough examination and to let her know what kind of “arrangement” they might be able to achieve.

P.S. Mrs. Even-Zohar related that - even though the initial office had claimed not to have sufficient information – the Court had a dossier several inches thick including details about the business that she never knew; the number of personnel, goods, machinery, financials, licenses, etc.., even personal things.  Since the claim for this business did not involve the Claims Conference, Mrs. Even-Zohar was able to deal with the Germans directly.  It also revealed that the Courts have often access to documents that are otherwise unavailable,

She advises all those who have insufficient evidence to seek first the assistance of Dr. Kreuzmueller and subsequently to solicit assistance from the “Bundesamt fur Zentrale Dienste und Offene Vermoegungs-fragen”  (the address of that office might be on ‘Google’.)

RESTITUTIONS

I:  Austrian  GSF
The Austrian Nationalfonds is currently paying out the second part (the balance) of the ‘General Settlement Fund.” Eligible recipients have either received, or will be receiving requests for life-certificates.

II: Israeli Banks & The Company

In our December 2007 and in our November 2008 issues, we reported on the efforts by the “Company For The Restitution of Assets Of Holocaust Victims”, which was created by the Israeli Knesseth and is called the ‘Company’ for short, to retrieve the assets that belonged to Shoah victims from banks, insurance companies, government institutions, real-estate consortiums, the JNF-Jewish National Fund, etc…

   The Israeli banks were and are the most uncooperative and recalcitrant. In the fall of 2008, the ‘Company’ posted on the Internet the names of 66,000 Holocaust victims who had assets in Israel.  Now we received word that “Bank Hapoalim” and the “Discount Bank” have turned over funds they held to the ‘Company’ and “Bank Leumi” has returned part of the contested assets. A total of about $7 million has been received so far from the banks and the ‘Company’ expects to receive another $110 million in the coming months. They plan to begin shortly returning former bank accounts to survivors or heirs.

For more info, go to: www.hashava.org.il
GRATIFYING RETURN

Earlier this year, the auction house Kestenbaum & Company advertised in its sales catalogue a two-volume black-leather, atlas-sized Hebrew Bible, printed in Venice in 1516/17, almost five hundred years ago. The Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency decided to investigate the provenance of the Bible(s) and determined it had belonged – before the German takeover – to the Jewish Community in Vienna, Austria and had been looted on the eve of the ‘Kristallnacht.’  It had been part of a well-known medieval manuscripts- collection which had been donated, in 1908, by S.H. Halberstam to the Vienna Jewish community’s library.

During the ‘Kristallnacht’ and afterwards, some 80,000 volumes from Vienna’s synagogues and libraries were stolen or destroyed. The Bible(s) worth is estimated to be between $20,000 and $30,000.  The seller, a Swiss individual, who had given it to be auctioned off, had been unaware that it had been stolen by the Nazis and he promptly agreed to return it to its rightful owners.

NAHOS member Liane Klugerman; Board-member Lilly Roth and NAHOS editor L.R. attended a ceremony, in the Jewish Heritage Museum on November 9th, during which the Bible was official handed over to Dr. Ariel Muzicant, head of the Austrian Jewish community., by a Senior Special Agent of the Art & Antiquities Recovery Section of the Immigration & Customs Enforcement Department. The Bible includes a series of commentaries by medieval rabbinical luminaries and a summary in Aramaic.

Among the dignitaries and speakers were- in addition to Dr. Muzicant – Ambassador Christian Kennedy Special Envoy for Holocaust issues; Special Senior Agents of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the Museum’s Director, Mr. David G. Marwell, Ph.D.

AFTERMATH

As a consequence of our urging, both before and after the Prague Conference, the United States government – in a welcome and long overdue development – requested the Federal Judge overseeing the distribution of the Swiss Bank class action settlement funds to dedicate the remaining funds for the needs of poor survivors, and highlighted the high level of impoverishment among survivors living in the United States. In filing this request, U.S. State Department Ambassadors Stuart Eizenstat and Christian Kennedy responded to calls from HSF-USA (the alliance of grassroots survivor groups) and from Israel survivors for increased attention to the needs of impoverished survivors.

Readers will recall that the Swiss bank class action case settled for $1.25 billion in 1999. Most of the funds have been paid to bank account holders ($500 million), slave laborers ($200 million) refugees ($100 million) and to International Jewish Social Service agencies serving poor survivors, known as the ‘Looted Assets Class ($205 million). One of the Court’s Special Masters has recommended using the remaining $250-300 million (includes added interest) to increase payments already made to bank account holders.

The State of Israel and the Holocaust Survivors Foundation HSF-USA, requested that the Court reject the Special Master’s recommendation, since the account holders in question had already received substantial funds, and the overwhelming majority of poor survivors – members of the Looted Assets Class – had received nothing from the settlement and were living in perilous circumstances.

Ambassadors Eizenstat and Kennedy cited the results of the 2009 Prague Conference in support of their submission. At the Prague Conference, the international community, led by the United States and the Czech Republic, acknowledged that meeting survivors’ needs was the most important priority of the restitution agenda. The final conference document, known as the ‘Terezin Declaration’ stated:  “Aware that Holocaust survivors and other victims of Nazi persecution have reached an advanced age and that it is imperative to respect their personal dignity and to deal with their social welfare needs, as an issue of utmost urgency.”

In speaking with the press after the Prague Conference, Mr. Eizenstat acknowledged that survivors’ human needs had been omitted from past international restitution meetings.  To those of us in the survivor community who have been pressing for greater emphasis on the individual rights and interests of the survivors and not on the institutions who have waved the flag but ignored the fundamental moral imperative of placing survivors first, Mr. Eizenstat’s new emphasis and candor are most welcome.

It should also be noted that Mr. Elie Wiesel helped set the tone at the Prague Confrence by stating unequivocally that today, there is no excuse for using scarce restitution funds for any purpose other than meeting the needs of poor survivors. He was seconded by Second Generation leader Esther Finder and Survivor Alex Moscovic.

In their letter to the Court, Ambassadors Eizenstat and Kennedy finally,  ten years after the U.S. government supported the Swiss bank settlement – without knowing how the money would be spent by the Court - drew a line to insist that survivors in the U.S. who lack the resources to meet the minimal needs of dignity and health should receive a fair share of the funds from the settlement for the thefts of their families’ properties, and which added to the profits of the Swiss banks.  Below are the letters; first the letter from the Ambassadors to the Assistant Attorney General:

    “Mr. Tony West

      Assistant Attorney General,

Dear Mr. West:

    We are writing in our respective capacities as Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues and as Special Adviser to the Secretary for Holocaust Issues.  Judge Korman is currently considering a Special Master’s recommendation that would affect the distribution of money that was paid by Swiss institutions to settle claims against them.  Because the manner in which the money is distributed could have a significant effect on an important United States foreign policy interest, we write to request that your office inform Judge Korman, on our behalf, of a new diplomatic effort undertaken by 46 States, including the United States, all of which participated in the Holocaust Era Assets Conference held in Prague this past June.  In coordination with the Czech Republic, we organized this conference to address unresolved Holocaust issues extant since the 1998 Washington Conference , and negotiated several commitments, including a commitment to address the social welfare need of Holocaust survivors.

   This moral commitment by the Participating States to address the social welfare needs of Holocaust survivors, including “hunger relief, medicine and homecare” was one of the major achievements of the Prague Conference.  We have enclosed a copy of the Terezin Declaration, issued at the conclusion of the Conference.  This Statement calls on Participating States to address compensation and restitution issues and, for the first time, calls for action to meet the special social and medical needs of Holocaust survivors.

    We are committed to exploring every possible option to ensure that the United States continues to lead in fulfilling these important commitments.  Indeed, we believe U.S. leadership is essential if the goals of the Prague Conference are  to be achieved.  These include the establishment of the Terezin Institute, without which we believe it would be virtually impossible to take two key follow up actions specified in the Declaration:

    “…to develop non-binding guidelines and best practices for restitution and compensation of wrongfully seized immovable property to be issued…no later than June 30, 2010…”

    “…to facilitate sharing of information, particularly in the fields of art provenance, immovable property, social welfare needs of survivors, Judaica, and Holocaust education.”

   A visible display of leadership by the United States is extremely important to generate the necessary momentum to establish the Terezin Institute.  The failure to launch the Terezin Institute would undermine, and possibly undo, the overwhelmingly positive results of the Prague Conference. The United States has long been at the forefront of efforts to obtain a measure of justice for Holocaust victims and their families, and in supporting the goals of the Prague Conference, we hope to ensure continued progress for this essential cause.

   The needs of the U.S. survivor community are pressing and well-documented. For example, “ Victims are five times more likely to be living below the poverty line than non-victims. A quarter of all Victims (25%) fall under the federal poverty threshold, compare to 5% of non-victims.” Unfortunately, the current financial crisis has made financing new programs more difficult, even as the plight of needy survivors worsens in the United States. Indeed since the onset of the current financial crisis, many U.S. states and localities, as well as charitable organizations, have faced dramatic declines in their traditional funding sources and have cut back on the provision of social services.  As a result, the plight of elderly survivors in the United States today is very likely worse than that described in earlier studies.  It is therefore critical that we identify sources of funding to prevent further suffering.

 Although the Participating States at the Prague Conference committed themselves to addressing the social welfare needs of survivors, we are deeply concerned that many Participating States may have difficulty finding the resources to support new compensation programs for elderly and needy survivors.  Given the importance of making rapid progress in establishing the Terezin Institute and the challenging budgetary situations in the United States and around the world, we believe that utilization of the ‘cy pres’ component of the Swiss Bank settlement, i.e., funds in the Looted Assets Class, could be an important mechanism for ensuring that social welfare programs are funded in accordance with the goals of the Declaration.  The State Department is now exploring sources of funds that could be used to develop pilot projects in the United States, which would then be matched by local Jewish charities and other contributors, where there are major concentrations of need for Holocaust survivors.  The projects would help provide homecare to needy elderly survivors, particularly in states with weak Medicaid programs.  However, we fear that there will be inadequate funds available for such pilot projects even in the United States, where there unfortunately remains a great deal of need.

    As the court evaluates the proper distribution of the remaining Deposited Assets Class funds, we hope it will give serious consideration to significant social welfare needs of those survivors in the Looted Assets Class.  We believe the fair distribution of settlement funds can be part of the solution to meeting the goals of the Terezin Declaration.  These funds could help provide sorely needed additional resources to support the health and social welfare of the neediest survivors, both in the United States and around the world.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Ambassadors Eizenstat & Kennedy


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

And here is the letter the Assistant Attorney General wrote to Korman:

   “STATEMENT OF INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES”
   “The United States submits this Statement of Interest…in connection with the Court’s consideration of the Special Master’s Proposal for Adjustment of Deposited Assets Class Presumptive Values.

   As the Court is keenly aware, “District Courts enjoy broad supervisory powers over the administration of class-action settlements to allocate the proceeds among the claiming class members equitably.  Indeed, the Second Circuit has observed that “the allocation of an inadequate fund among competing complainants is a traditional equitable function, using ‘equity’ to denote a particular type of remedy, procedure, or jurisdiction but a mode of judgment based on broad ethical principles rather than narrow rules.”

   In this case in particular, the Court enjoys broad supervisory powers over the administration of the class-action settlement to equitably allocate proceeds among the claiming class members.

   Re: Special Master’s Proposal September 11, 2000.  The United States submits that the foreign policy interests of the United States, which favors providing crucial resources to the neediest Holocaust survivors both here and around the world, may be considered by the Court as it determines how best to allocate the remaining settlement funds (holding that one factor to be considered in the district court’s discretionary decision-making is “the interest of the United States’ foreign policy”); (holding that, in making a discretionary decision, the district court “properly gave consideration to the Secretary of State’s assessment of the foreign policy implications”).

   The attached letter from Ambassador Stuart E. Eizenstat, Special Advisor to the Secretary of State for Holocaust Issues, and Ambassador J. Christian Kennedy, Special Envoy for Holocaust Issuyes, describes the recent Terezin declaration, to which was affirmed by the United States and 45 other countries, and how this Court’s decision may impact the United States’ foreign policy interests as regards that Declaration. The United States appreciates the Court’s consideration of its foreign policy interests in this matter.”

    Assistant Attorney General

         Tony West.

OBITUARY

We report with great sadness the passing of a dear and long-time member/subscriber:

         Richard Weilheimer

of Boca Raton, Florida.  Richard was the author of a book: “ Be Happy, Be Free, Dance! - A Holocaust Survivors’ Message to His Grandchildren.”

  To his wife Sheila, his two sons and to his grandchildren we extend our most heartfelt condolences.

TIDINGS & TIDBITS

I:  November 9th is known the world over as the occurrence of the ‘Kristallnacht’. What is less well known is that the city of Muenich experienced its ‘Kristallnacht’ five months earlier.  According to an op-article, on November 2nd, by Rabbi Noam E. Marans in the ‘Tablet’ magazine, Muenich was singled out because Hitler had become infuriated at the sight of the “awe-inspiring synagogue on Herzog-Max Strasse…because he felt it polluted his beloved capital of the [Nazi] movement.”

November 9th,  2009, is also the third anniversary of the dedication of a new grandiose synagogue and Jewish community Center in the heart of the City.  The remnants of Muenich’s Jewish survivors joined forces, after WWII, with Jewish immigrants from Poland, Russia and other East European countries to form a new Jewish community.  Services are conducted according to the fabled German-Jewish tradition, with the Rabbi and the Cantor wearing “black tie clerical garb and ecclesiastical hats – a choir (also in black tie) singing classic German-Jewish melodies and cantillations, and the legendary decorum.”

Today, the Muenich Jewish community, which includes also Americans and Israelis, is ministered to by “four synagogues – three orthodox and one liberal – a Chabad presence, a Jewish bookstore better stocked than most in New York and a smattering of kosher food outlets.”  The impressive Ohel Jakob synagogue is modeled after the “Israelites Portable Tabernacle described in the Torah.”   Construction costs were funded with “tens of millions of Euros by the Muenich municipality, the Bavarian State, and donations from Jews and others. Germany wants the Jews to feel at home and was willing to pay a significant share of the cost.” An underground passageway between the synagogue and the Community Center houses a “memorial to the 4,500 Muenich Jews murdered by the Nazis.”

Rabbi Marans poses the questions: “Should Jews be back in Germany? Is there a Jewish future in this tainted land?”  His answer and conclusion is: “As it has so often in the past in so many different places, a Jewish community has reinvented itself, with allegiance to the past and promise for the future.”

II:  Anschel Pfeffer, Haaretz correspondent, reports in the ‘Jewish World’ about a bigoted remark made by an Ukrainian official and the ensuing political turmoil between Jewish religious leaders.  The AP-Associated Press had reported that Serhij Ratushnyak, mayor of the Ukrainian city of Uzhorod, had called a presidential candidate “an impudent little Jew.”  He was charged with xenophobia and abuse of office.  In defiance, Ratushnyak told a reporter: “Is everybody obliged to love Jews and Israel? If I don’t like  Jews and Israel, does that make me an anti-Semite?”  
What is most interesting is the ensuing fracas among Jewish leaders who were quick to respond and get involved.  First to jump into the fray was Rabbi Berel Lazar, chief rabbi of Russia, who announced his intention to come to Uzhorod to support the Jewish community.  But Rabbi Yaakov Bleich, who calls himself chief rabbi of the Ukraine, turned down his colleague’s offer, although he is also denouncing Ratushnyak for his racist remarks.  Yaakov  Bleich exclaimed: “Plenty of anti-Semites in Russia can use the help of Berel Lazar before he worries about anti-Semites in the Ukraine.”

The underlying reasons for Rabbi Bleich’s rebuke of rabbi Lazar’s offer?  Lazar is one of two rabbis claiming to be the chief rabbi of Russia and he has the Kremlin’s backing. But, in return for that support, Lazar is expected to do everything to denigrate the image of the Ukraine “as a country where anti-Semitism flourishes while its government turns a blind eye.”

The Ukraine has incurred the Kremlin’s wrath because it indicated its eagerness to join NATO and the European Union.  Bleich has a point when he states that Lazar has his job cut out for him in Russia where anti-Semitism is also rampant.  On the other hand, Bleich must also try to keep in the good graces of his (Ukrainian) government because two other rabbis in Kiev are also claiming this title.  Both of the rabbis belong to the Lubavitch movement, as does Lazar, which is a further reason for Bleich’s irritation.

 Regrettably, as reported by Anschel Pfeffer, all these rabbinical contenders don’t seem satisfied with merely engaging in rabbinical politics, they have also dragged their congregations in with them.  The communities in both countries are facing very serious problems – in addition to the unrestrained anti-Semitism – after the large exodus of Jews from both countries.  Yet, any cooperation and joint communal policy seems impossible due to the antagonism between Moscow and Kiev.  Columnist Pfeffer postulates that the rabbis are not merely following the wishes of their countries’ leaders, but that there is also a great deal of self-serving interests.  Be that as it may, the dependence on the good graces of the respective governments makes it difficult for these rabbis to kick up a fuss over vandalized graveyards and roughed-up congregants.

  Anschel Pfeffer concludes his essay by calling for a boycott of the Ukraine and specifically for a cessation of the annual pilgrimage of hundreds of thousand of visitors to the tombs of revered rabbis.  These pilgrimages bring tens of millions into the coffers of the Ukrainian government and corrupt politicians.

Pfeffer rationalizes:  “If Russia is immune, due to its geopolitical power, it seems hardly fair to go after Ukraine. Yet we should. In no other country in Europe does the president honor ‘patriots’ who were responsible for massacring thousands of Jews; the largest university in no other country has a department to churning out anti-Semitic literature; where else is there a cemetery in which an infamous blood libel is commemorated every year?”

“Bratislav Hassidim may be attached to their Rabbis grave, but we must explain to them that this is a matter of Jewish pride.”

BEST WISHES & CONGRATULATIONS

Birthdays:
Gordon, Abraham
       January    1

Gordon, Heda

       January    1

Feuer, Anna

       January    1

Glatt, Anna

       January    1

Nudel, Rina

       January    1

Welles, Ceil

       January    1

Langer, Judith

       January    3

Polak, Ira

       January    3

Gibrat, Therese

       January    3

Seiden, Jenny

       January    3

Gruber, Fran

       January    5

Strauss, Bertha

       January    5

Erlich, Anna

       January    6

Hayes, Nancy

       January    8

Pure, Joseph

       January    9

Badner, Sylvia

       January  10

Chass, Jacob

       January  10

Jacobs, Helen

       January  10

Haruvi, Rachel

       January  10

Kohane, Akiva

       January  10

Rosley, Marion

       January  10

Shulman, Zophia
       January  16

Schonberg, Ava

       January  18

Blatt, Anna

       January  18

Dazzo, Marianne
       January  18 Stessel, Zahava

       January  19

Banks, Georgette
       January  20

Siegfried, Fay

       January  21

Stern, William

       January  22

Sobel, Nathan

       January  23

Reichman, Rosa
       January  23

GLOBAL  NEWS  
(Items you may have overlooked)

Because of shortage of space we had to curtail this section in this issue. We’ll report noteworthy November & December events in our January issue.

United States:
** A Lindenhurst resident, Richard Greggs (52) displayed a Nazi flag from his home’s chimney. Although the Suffolk police investigated, they were powerless to take action because the Courts have upheld the rights of individuals to display and promote loathsome symbols. Greggs took down the swastika-adorned flag after receiving flak from neighbors and from his mother who lives in the same house.

** A black male wearing a hooded sweatshirt, shot and wounded two men arriving at the Adat Yeshurun Sephardic congregation in North Hollywood. The victims were shot in their legs; they are conscious and stable and expected to survive.

** A Dallas kosher restaurant, owned by veterans of the Israeli defense forces, was vandalized by having swastikas and graffiti painted on the front.

A reform synagogue in Sherman, Texas, 60 miles north of Dallas, was seriously damaged and valuable artifacts were stolen.

** The congregation Beth Shalom synagogue in Sacramento was spray-painted with anti-Semitic messages and swastikas, SS symbols and the phrase: “Kristallnacht still lives.” Bushes outside the synagogue were set afire.

**  The Soref  JCC building, a Florida community center, was vandalized with gold spray-painted swastikas and the words “Jews shall die.”  The Miami Herald reported that a heavy object was thrown through a window of the Lubavitch high-school.

** Ten students of North Naples middle school participated in a “Kick a Jew” Day and were suspended for a day. Furthermore, they will have to work with administrators, during the 20-minutes homeroom, on cultural sensitivity training.

Canada:
** In Calgary, Western Canada, swastikas and hate-messages: “Kill Jews” and “6 million more” were spray-painted on a Holocaust war-memorial, on the Jewish community center, on a synagogue and on a Jewish home. Bus-stops, mail-boxes and fences were also vandalized. with hate-slogans.

** Headstones and other property in the Jewish cemetery ‘Memorial Gardens’ in Ottawa were defaced with swastikas and anti-Semitic obscenities.

** After a poll showed that most Canadians mistakenly believe that Canada had offered safe haven to Jewish refugees during World War II , the Canadian government created a National Task Force to educate Canadians about the Holocaust. The task force consists of scholars, educators, Shoah survivors and Jewish leaders.

Israel & Mideast:
** In our February 2009 issue, we described the 5-centuries old history of the Jewish community in Kaifeng, China. At its peak, the community had close to 6,000 members; currently there are about 1,000 Jewish descendants left. In October 2009, seven members of that community were brought to Israel, on one-year entry permits, by the Shavei Israel organization.

 ** ‘Yad L’Achim’, an Israeli organization, is dedicated to find out what happened to children who were hidden and never returned to their parents or relatives and where they are. Many were sent to monasteries, cloisters, or placed with Christian families. ‘Yad L’Achim’ has been seeking answers from the current and from past popes.

** The United Nations Relief and Works Agency has as one of its tasks the education of Arab children in the Gaza strip.  When UNWRA tried to introduce the subject of the Holocaust in the history textbooks, they met furious opposition by Hamas who declared the Holocaust “a lie invented by the Zionists.”

** A private English-language school in Beirut had textbooks containing excerpts of ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’.  Hezbollah pressured the school to drop the textbook from its curriculum, calling it “open arena for the Zionist invasion of education.”.  Another Beirut school, the ‘International College’, had been pressured in October to put opaque stickers over pages of a textbook that named Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad as terrorist organizations.

Vatican:
** Pope Benedict XVI received Cecilie Peiser in private audience. Mrs. Peiser is a founder and honorary president of the “child Survivors of Germany.” Her mother and her younger brother were deported and murdered in a concentration camp.
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MEMBERSHIP  RENEWALS & NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS  2010

You probably received appeals for funds from several Jewish organizations.  Some will tell you about the problems besieging the Jewish Survivors community, like widespread poverty, as if the mere mention of it would solve the problem. Some pointed to the resolutions at the Prague Conference – where the topics of penury and sufferings amongst Survivors were put at the top of the agenda – as if they had anything to do with that achievement.  Our regular readers know that the proposed agenda had ignored the topic of deprivation among Survivors until HSF-USA, the National umbrella organization of grassroots Survivors’ groups to which we belong, had vigorously protested to the U.S. State Department and the Secretary of State.

We are not content with just reporting events; we take concrete, appropriate actions. We testified before Congress to have the Bad Arolsen archives opened and to obligate the insurance companies to publish listings of all their unpaid policies. We are not satisfied with merely repeating what is being communicated to us; we probe; we scrutinize; we contact officials and ambassadors, to verify the accuracy of communications received.

All our officers and Board-members are unpaid volunteers.  But, transportation to Capitol Hill in D.C. and even the cheapest lodgings cost money.  Without your financial support we must either cease or curtail our activities.



* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

To save on bookkeeping (time & expenditures), all renewals are due at year’s end = December. We have neither a paid staff, nor the facility to send separate invoices or costly reminders throughout the year.  The address-labels, to mail your newsletters, are produced and printed by a computer-program at the time the renewals-contributions are received. Without the printed labels the newsletters cannot be sent out.

If you are a new member who joined during the past few months at the full rate listed below, then you are covered until December 2010.  All members who sent us recently their renewals (ahead of time) are covered with our thanks.  All members who sent us generous contributions throughout the year: ‘we thank you again’ and we consider you paid up (although we gladly accept any and all additional support).

All paid-up members will find a sticker to that effect on this page ( no sticker = dues are payable )

    U.S.A.:   
$28.oo

    Canada:   US  $33.oo,   drawn on a U.S. bank      [ If it is not drawn on a U.S. bank, the bank charges

    Overseas: US  $36.oo,   drawn on a U.S. bank          $10 to $20 for ‘collection’ which we cannot absorb ]



************************************************************

  Please fill in the form below and send it with your check to:
NAHOS –Treasurers, P.O.Box 670125, Station C, Main Street, Flushing, N.Y. 11367

Detach here:

Name(s):________________________________________ Telephone (optional):________________________

Street & Number:______________________________________________________Apt.:_________________

City, State, Zip-Code (& Country):_____________________________________________________________

              [  ] This is a renewal                                                          [  ] I/We are new members

   [  ] I/We are Survivor(s)                 [  ] A Child of Survivors               [  ] Supporter/Subscriber

Birth-Month & Day (optional – for birthday messages)_________________________(year not necessary)

Country of Origin: (optional):_____________________________________________

e-mail address: (optional):____________________________________ Fax (optional:________________

