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Dear Members & Friends:

PAINFULL SILENCE

Our readers have probably all heard about the extravagant bonuses AIG paid to its executives to the tune of $165 million.  Less known is the fact that AIG also paid billions of dollars to other banks and financial institutions, including $ 5 billion to UBS – The Union Bank of Switzerland.  UBS is one of the Swiss banks that refused to return bank deposits that had been made by Jewish account holders before WWII.  It was one of the banks that asked for death certificates; a bank that allegedly shredded relevant documents and strenuously resisted returning deposits to Jewish depositors until they were persuaded to sign a settlement that returned a fraction of the sums that had been entrusted to them, according to the estimates by renown demographers.

In a ‘New York Post’ March 20th op-ed article, reporter Meghan Clyde accuses UBS of having “laundered money for terrorist States, helped Americans cheat on their taxes and banked for the Nazis.”  She writes:   “It is richly ironic that US taxpayers are making UBS whole. At every opportunity, UBS has shown contempt for the American government – banking for America’s enemies, and then hiding behind Swiss secrecy laws whenever government investigators have tried to probe.  Take, for example, UBS’s assistance to state sponsors of terrorism.  In 2003, American troops in Iraq found $762 million in US bank notes stashed in hideouts belonging to Saddam Hussein.  The serial numbers were traced to UBS, which had distributed the money as part of a New York Fed program to take old US dollars out of circulation and replace them with new ones.”       And:

“Volumes have been written about the collusion between UBS and Hitler’s regime – whether it was using slave labor from Auschwitz, laundering money for the Nazis or pocketing the assets of Jews who had died or disappeared during the war.  When Congress investigated decades later, UBS stonewalled again – refusing to provide evidence and even destroying it.”

   NAHOS had joined other HSF grassroots Survivors’ leaders warning that it would be a ‘disgrace’ if UBS were to be bailed out with US taxpayer money.  Nevertheless, UBS received its $5 billion.  As I told reporter Meghan Clyne, the fact that our tax dollars are being used to prop up UBS is yet another in a long string of hurtful injustices. (For a copy of the N.Y. Post article send a self-addressed, stamped .42 cents envelope to NAHOS – NY Post article,  P.O.Box 670125 Station C, Main Street, Flushing, N.Y. 11367 before April 30th).

What seems equally deplorable is the fact that – to the best of our knowledge – none of the organizations that profess to have the interests of the Survivors at heart, have publicly spoken up or protested the UBS $5 billion bailout. The Claims Conference and its acolytes: the B’Nai Brith, the JLC, the AJC, the ADL, the WJC, the Agudas Israel,  and Stuart Eizenstat and Roman Kent,  were quick to oppose the congressional bill HR 1746 that would have forced the insurance companies to publish all names of pre-war policy holders and would have given Survivors or heirs the right to fight the insurance companies in Court.  Yet, they seem to consider the taxpayers’ supported rescue of UBS – a confirmed antagonist of Holocaust Survivors – to be an unimportant issue, not worthy of public protest

   Perhaps it was impossible from a legal, contractual point of view, to prevent  the $ 5 billion payout (four times the amount of the total Swiss banks’ settlement), but, at least, there ought to have been a 

           (continued on page 2) 

OUR NEXT MEETINGS

Where: Park East Synagogue


  164 East  68 Street, NYC

When:  Sunday, April 26th;


  1PM – 2PM:  Social Hour

              2PM – 4PM: Presentation

Speaker: Edwin Black, award- 

            winning reporter and author.

Topic: “Nazi Nexus”, an explosive expose that reveals the connection of the biggest American corporations to the Holocaust: IBM and its facilitation of the identification of Jews; General Motors and its rapid motorization of the German army; Ford Motor Co. and its hateful political inspiration; the Rockefeller Foundation for its financing of deadly eugenic science; the Carnegie Institute and its proliferation of race-science and other corporate accomplices.  Hitler’s horrifying concepts were as deeply rooted in American board-rooms as they were in the Nazi war-rooms.

Members:    $5.oo

Non-members:  $8.oo

Refreshments will be served.

All are welcome!!!


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Subsequent meetings:

Sunday, May  24th,         and  
Sunday, June 28th
resounding moral outcry, a deep-seated compulsion to speak out and denounce this grotesque outcome.

For many decades these same organizations have exhorted us not to be “bystanders”; to cry out whenever injustices are being perpetrated, to protest moral inequities regardless of the possibility of an adverse outcome.

Then why this collective silence by the Jewish ‘Machers’? These same organizations are quite articulate when it comes to writing their fundraising letters!

         Shalom U’Bracha;    L.R.

RESTITUTION ISSUES

I:  Lithuania:  In the beginning of March, the Lithuanian Ministry of Justice offered to compensate the Jewish community for its property- losses with a total of $41 million, to be paid over 10 years, from January 2011 to March 2021.  The properties were seized or nationalized under the Nazi and/or Soviet occupations. The market-value of the 136 properties once owned by the Jewish community is estimated at about $125 million.  Both, the JWRO and the Jewish community  rejected the offer as insufficient.

II: The Hardship Fund:
The Claims Conference’s version:
Recent bulletins from the Claims Conference announced that “…as a result of Claims conference negotiations with the German government, Jewish victims of Nazism who applied to the Hardship Fund and were not eligible for payment under German government criteria will now be able to file a second application. Most have never before received a Holocaust era compensation payment.

This is a very significant breakthrough that may affect 13,000 Jewish victims of Nazism in 36 countries, including Israel, the U.S., Germany, Australia, and Canada.”

(The one-time payments will be for about 2,500 Euros). The bulletins also pronounce:

   “Up to now, once a final decision had been made on a case, a second application was not permitted under the German rules based on changed circumstances.  This decision affects Nazi victims rejected by the Hardship Fund who are alive as of March 19, 2009. This decision includes eligible Nazi victims who have reached a certain age (65 for men, 60 for women), where the Nazi victim is presumed to have suffered the necessary damage to health required by the Hardship Fund.”

   “All changes apply only to persons who did not previously receive a payment connected to the Hardship Fund. It is NOT possible to receive a second Hardship Fund payment.

Certain individuals who were rejected from the Hardship Fund may receive an application form in the mail.  Applicants should note the following:

  * Receiving the form in the mail does not guarantee that you will be eligible and receive a payment.

  * The mailing consists of a short and simple second application form that bears the claim number previously assigned to the applicant’s original application. Only the addressee on the second application form may submit them.

  * Potentially eligible Nazi victims who did not receive a second application from the Claims Conference in the mail are asked to contact the Claims Conference in order to commence a second application.

For Nazi victims who were previously rejected by the Claims Conference and who are alive as of March 19, 2009, but pass away after that date, the Claims Conference is permitted to accept second applications from the spouse, or if the spouse is deceased, the children of the applicant. Any applications from such a spouse or child must be received by December 31st, 2010:

Applicants who have never previously applied to the Hardship Fund: The general forms can be downloaded from the website:

         www.claimscon.org
or by contacting the Claims Conference office at:

   1359 Broadway; Room 2000

   New York, N.Y. 10018-7841


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

An ‘Haaretz version:
Assaf Uni and Yuval Azoulay report  in the Haaretz that 13,000 Holocaust Survivors will now be able to file claims for this one-time payment.

  However, they view the agreement as a step to correct a previous injustice and a way to settle a lawsuit that the Claims Conference had lost in 2007.  The lawsuit had been initiated in 2002 because many Russian-speaking immigrants had been denied compensation-requests due to the regulations requiring applicants to be at least at a certain age or 8o percent disabled. Claimants said they had been unaware of these regulations and had not been correctly advised by the Claims Conference. Those that had applied and were below the required age were rejected and barred from ever applying again.

  A group of 1,365 claimants filed the lawsuit in 2002, claiming of having been misled by the Claims Conference.  A Tel-Aviv District Judge ruled in their favor and the Claims Conference appealed to the Israeli High Court.  The agreement now reached with the Germans is likely to render moot the lawsuit and the appeal.

VATICAN  UPDATE

    (still simmering)

  1)  At a conference held by the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial and the Vatican, Antonio Frank, the Vatican’s Envoy declared that Holocaust deniers  “ cannot be considered Catholic.”

  2)  In a letter to Catholic Bishops, released on March 12th, Pope Benedict XVI  admits that the lifting of excommunication of Holocaust-denying bishop Richard Williamson was a mistake.  He stated that it had simply been intended to heal a rift in the Church but had developed in a “repudiation of reconciliation between Christians and Jews.”.  He also admitted that the ‘Holy See’ had failed to consult information available on the Internet which would have “perceived the problem early on”   and he remarked that this source of information would have to be used more efficiently in the future.  He ended by declaring:

  “ I thank all the more our Jewish friends, who quickly helped to clear up the misunderstanding and to restore the atmosphere of friendship and trust which – as in the days of Pope John Paul II – has also existed throughout my pontificate and thank God, continues to exist.”

OUR OWN WEB-SITE

We are happy to report that we have now our own web-site available on the Internet at : www.Shoahsurvivors.org
By accessing this web-site, readers will be able to read current and past NAHOS newsletters, articles of interest, the 5-pages article on L.R. versus the USHM Museum in the January ‘Washington City Paper’, current events, breaking news and much more.

Invite your children, grandchildren and other loved ones to visit the site.

            Shalom U’Bracha;  L.R.

THE  PRAGUE CONFERENCE 

The following letter (abridged) was sent by Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen to the State Department’s Special Envoy on Holocaust issues:

 “The Honorable Christian Kennedy U.S. Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520.

     Dear Ambassador Kennedy:

I am writing in regard to the Holocaust Era Assets Conference that is scheduled to take place in Prague, Czech Republic from June 26-30, and to ask for your assistance in helping to ensure that this important event is utilized to the fullest extent to advance survivor interests and address unresolved Holocaust asset issues such as insurance matters.

    It is critical that the Prague Conference be utilized as a platform to help ensure that the basic needs of Holocaust survivors are met and that unresolved Holocaust asset issues, including looted art, cultural property, and insurance are effectively addressed.

  As part of the ongoing effort to address remaining Holocaust-era compensation and restitution concerns, I  ask you to ensure that the members of the delegation representing the United States Government at the Prague Conference urge the governments in Eastern and Central Europe, which have not already done so, to return confiscated and looted properties from the Holocaust era to their rightful owners or, where restitution is not possible, pay equitable compensation, in an expeditious, fair and transparent manner.

    Similarly, I ask that members of the United States delegation urge the governments of countries whose domestic insurance companies have not done an adequate job of settling Holocaust-era insurance policies and disclosing the names of policy owners to enact and implement necessary legislation to resolve these problems.

   Further, I would ask that Holocaust survivors and experts in Holocaust-era restitution participate as part of the U.S. delegation to the Prague Conference. Their participation and input will be invaluable in ascertaining survivor needs and concerns, as well as in helping advance the efforts aimed at addressing these challenges.

   With your help, the Prague Conference could build on the progress made since the Washington Conference and help protect the interests of those who suffered at the hands of Nazi Germany, as well as reaffirm America’s commitment to ensuring such a dark episode in recent human history does not repeat itself.

   I appreciate your help on this subject and look forward to working with you on this and other important matters.

Sincerely, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen

   Ranking member

    
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

On March 23rd, the Congresswoman followed up by asking ambassador Kennedy to visit the Miami area and to listen, in person, to the concerns of the Florida survivors’ community before attending the Conference.

HERALD EDITORIAL

The ‘Miami Herald’ of March 1st published the following editorial:

  Still seeking justice for   

    Holocaust  victims.

“Holocaust survivors have not fared well over the past 11 years in their efforts to get European companies to compensate them for unpaid life-insurance policies bought before World War II.   The survivors, whose numbers are diminishing, have had had setbacks in the courts, at the White House and in Congress.  Now, with a new congressional majority and a new team in the White House committed to change, there is hope that justice finally will prevail.  The survivors’ cause is more than just – it is a grievous wrong that must be righted.

    Survivors expected that [ICHEIC] the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims, which was created in 1998, would process and fairly resolve the insurance claims.  However, when the commission concluded its work in 2007, it had paid out less than 3 percent of the estimated $ 18 billion owed to victims and their families. That was acceptable to some, but not all, of the survivors.  Most offensive is that the settlement, metaphorically, sweeps so much under the rug.

    The settlement has been upheld by the courts, including the Supreme Court, and strongly defended by the Bush administration.  But those outcomes must not be allowed to stand.  Some insurers are believed to have double-crossed their Jewish clients by turning their names or addresses over to Nazi authorities, knowing full well the consequences – and profiting from the unpaid claims.  It would be criminal not to identify any such perpetrators and assess penalties for their ill-gotten gains.

    In 2000, a national coalition of survivor leaders founded the Holocaust Survivors Foundation, USA, Inc, to represent the interests of disaffected survivors.  In a recent letter to President Barack Obama, HSF members wrote: “Only a fraction of the funds actually looted was recovered by individual owners or heirs, and only a small portion of funds paid out for ‘humanitarian purposes’ have trickled down to meet the pressing needs of living Holocaust survivors.”

   Citing 2004 data from the Jewish Federation system,  HSF says that 25 percent of an estimated 174,000 Holocaust survivors in the United States live at or below the poverty line.  An equal number have incomes so low that they are ‘de facto’ poor considering the high cost of living in their communities.  Most now are in their 80s and 90s. Many suffer with poor nutrition and inadequate shelter, healthcare, dental care, etc.  Much worse is that most get little help in dealing with long-term effects of starvation, beatings, disease, injury and other Holocaust related deprivation.

 Last year, Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen proposed the Holocaust Insurance Accountability Act, which did not survive a divided Congress.  Rep. Ros-Lehtinen said she would file similar legislation this year.  The bill would create a public registry that includes the names of Holocaust-era policy holders. This would allow victims and heirs whose policies have been destroyed to file claims.  The bill also would explicitly give victims the right to sue for damages in court, a basic right that was lost in recent court decisions.

  The entire Florida delegation, Republican and Democrats, should support this legislation. Indeed, seeking fair redress for a historical wrong should be the business of all members of Congress, regardless of party affiliation.  President Obama has many pressing items on his agenda, and Holocaust survivors, admittedly, represent a relatively small universe of people.  However, creating a path to justice for Holocaust victims is an achievable goal, one deserving of bipartisan support and worthy of the attention of a president who understands the value of using power to achieve a greater good.”

    Miami Herald Media Company

EULOGY

by Henry Grossman to his sister:

     My sister Pelu/Pnina died on Monday March 23rd, in Rechovot, Israel.  Pelu survived the Holocaust together with my aunt Chava Greenfeld.   Pelu/Pnina as well as my self went through the thumb of Dr. Mengele in Birkenau/Auschwitz and were sent to Slave Labor.  All other family members were sent to the gas chambers.

   After the liberation, my sister and I and my aunt Chava met in Budapest where we spent one year with my uncle Hersh who had been fighting the Germans in the Czech division of the Red Army. 

We joined a Zionist organization, aiming to go to Palestine/Israel. The road was a rough one; we had to cross borders in Europe illegally at night, like the Alps between Austria and Italy. We boarded an illegal ship in Naples and went through a deadly storm in the Mediterranean Sea.  We were captured by the British and transferred on a destroyer  to captivity on the island of Cyprus.

In Israel, Pnina married Shmuel Kopilovitch and had two boys, Moti and Israel who later were paratroopers in the Israeli army, fighting the Egyptians in the 1967 war.   Moti married Karen and had four children: Jacob, Rebecca, Eitan and David. Israel married Dorith and had three children: Ariel, Michal and Yair.

     Pelu/Pnina’s first and foremost priority was her family and their descendants.  Their well-being was her main concern.  When the Jordanians ruled in the Old City of Jerusalem, our cousin Rivki Mandel, her husband and her brood of seven were living in a shack near the Old City and were being shot at by the Jordanians.  Rivki and her family fled the Old City and Pnina accommodated them in her apartment in Givatayim.

  That was Pnina. May she rest in peace and may her memory stay with us forever!

        Henry/Chaim Grossman

HONOR & MEMORY

Mrs. Jill Chase,  in honor of her mother Clara Neuman;          $36

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Below are some excerpts of a very moving speech, delivered by Rabbi Israel Meir Lau, on remembrance day January 27th , at the United Nations in N.Y.

   “On April 11, 1955:  50 years to the day of liberation of the concentration camp of Buchenwald, I was invited to Buchenwald.  This was my second visit.  The first time I arrived there, together with my older brother Naftalie, in January of 1945.  I was seven-and-a-half-years old.  We’ve got two prisoner numbers, one after another, and at that moment I lost my identity. I was nobody.  I was a number. 

On my second visit in 1995 I was a citizen of an independent state, the State of Israel, and I was Chief Rabbi of the State.  Not nobody, but somebody, and not a number any more.

   You will agree that many things have changed during these 50 years. Maybe you will say it is time to open a new chapter.  Let’s forget. Let’s forgive.  I came to tell you: We cannot forget.  It is impossible to forget and we are not authorized to forgive. Even if I am a man of forgiveness and kindness, I have no right to forgive on behalf of my father, who was murdered in Treblinka at the age of fifty, of my 13-year old brother Shmulik.  I have no mandate from my mother, who died from torture and starvation and diseases in concentration camp of Ravensbruk, and my forty-two cousins.  I cannot forgive.

Let me tell you something about anti-Semitism.  I believe that the UN by declaring January 27 the International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust is looking not to just condemn anti-Semitism, but to defeat it, if it’s possible.  Anti-Semitism is a spiritual thesis which has nothing to do with logic.  Why were we the target of liquidation? Did we threaten any nation in the world?  Did we have an army?  What did we do?  Why did you hate us?  Why did you kill us?

  Anti-Semitism is beyond logic.

They were people like us – they liked music, literature, poetry; they could kiss their own babies and they could tear our babies into two pieces.  I saw it with my own eyes.  If they could do what they did, we have to investigate.  How can we promise that these things will never happen again?  Did we learn something sixty-four years later?

   There is an alley at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem lined with trees, each of which carries a name of a righteous gentile who saved Jews during the Holocaust.  It is a small alley, but if the world had not been silent, if the Vatican would have said  a word to condemn anti-Semitism and to fight Nazis this alley could stretch from Yad Vashem in Jerusalem to the UN building in New York.

   This is my prayer to the Lord Almighty:  Lord, make peace in Heaven and create peace among us and the entire world. And let us say: “Amen.”

 A  SENSITIVE VOICE

Among its various laudable endeavors, the” JCPA - the Jewish Council for Public Affairs” runs a program to confront poverty: “There shall be no needy among you.”  On August 14th, 2008, the Washington director of the JCPA reported on an interview with Rabbi Steve Gutow, conducted by the ‘Roundtable on Religion and Social Welfare Policy’.

Mr. Mark Talisman, a Washington personage, wrote the comments that follow below (abridged).  Although his observations were written over eight months ago, there are as true today as they were six, twelve or sixty months ago:

    “ I have spoken with Steve over and over re poverty, abject, ongoing and death-dealing poverty among Holocaust survivors, here, in Israel and around the world.  I begged him to confront the issue at the conventions.  Only one such effort succeeded at the Baltimore annual meeting where a resolution did pass but has never been implemented and essentially remains hollow in silence since then!

    We can talk all we want about poverty in the ways delineated in your e-mail and by Steve, but it is nothing but hollow rhetoric if we are not true to ourselves regarding the most vulnerable among us who are suffering and in fact dying for lack of basic necessities, including medicine, food and shelter. In New York City alone, according to UJC’s own study, almost half of the entire country’s survivors reside in poverty.

   We are now at the very same point right now as we were in the midst of the Holocaust itself, when silence was the greatest killer of Jews in Europe, as bystanders failed to rally to help save those being murdered.

   Now we have choices, the very Jewish voices meant to ring the alarm and make the difference to save survivors from this latest of the long stream of indignities and horrors.  Instead, we now find the AJComm., B’nai B’rith, ADL, the World Jewish Congress and other iconic so-called defense agencies lobbying hard on the Hill against legislation which would allow survivors and their families at least be able to go to court in the USA as every other citizen here can, to seek justice.   Imagine, the perpetrators are being protected by the very Jewish agencies founded to protect Jews in danger and need.

   Whereto have we come and who are we now to be in this state of moral decay and dissonance with our Torah’s and humanity’s precepts, fighting actively against what survivors are finally trying to do for themselves after having been blocked all these years.

    I am convinced that, a decade after the last of the survivors is long gone, there will be either a movie or public exposure about this period of time in which Jewish luminaries were striving to prevent the seeking of legal and moral peace by survivors for themselves and their families.  All who will be reading or watching will wring their hand in utter disbelief and ask:  How could that have happened?  Over 80,000 survivors in the US alone and over 120,000 in Israel and many more around the world will have suffered in their last days and died partly because of the abject poverty in which they lived with little or no help.  Among them are tens of thousands of survivors from whom the insurance companies successfully withheld their rightful payouts.  It is sickening!

     Mark Talisman

LETTERS:

I: On the Subject of YIVO’s firing of an audio-challenged, long-time employee:
   a)  Dear Editor:  

I  read your NAHOS newsletter with great pleasure.  I met Herbert Lazarus on three occasions at his work.  He was extremely helpful at finding reference multiple times even though that was not his job.  He had more people skills than the reference librarians.  I agree with your column wholeheartedly not only ethically but because he did good work.  I believe if there was a true accounting of his value to us amateur researchers, it would exceed his salary.  His attitude and jovial communication skills, despite his disability made the library a lively place.  He had nice manners and always greeted you.  If you have the e-mail addresses of the board of directors and Mr. Carl Rheins, please sent them to me.  Feel free to just forward my letter to them and Nathaniel Popper,

  Thank you, I hope you are in good health.  Ludwig S., M.D.


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

    b) As a modest YIVO contributor, I was disturbed by the report of the firing of a long-term employee, two years short of his retirement.  I will remember the report when I receive my next solicitation from YIVO and will donate my money somewhere else where there are ‘menschen’.



Henry K.


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

II: On the Subject of Unreturned German Real-Estate;
  In an 8-pages essay in the  ‘Zeitschrift fur Offene Vermogungsfragen’ of November/December 2008, professor Dr. Fritz Enderlein, Attorney-at-Law, postulates that the expropriation of the properties of rightful Jewish owners and heirs is unconstitutional under the “German Constitution’s Guarantee of Ownership and Heritage.”  The letter below was sent by Judi Hannes, a   ‘Next Generations’ vice-president:

  “I have taken it upon myself to forward to you the attached articles by Professor Dr. Fritz Enderlain.

Despite their claim that the Jewish Claims Conference (JCC) informed the broad public about participation in the Goodwill Fund by means of a major ad campaign, it by far did not reach all entitled persons.

I am one of these persons.  I fall into the category of an heir who obtained knowledge of property - beyond the deadline imposed by the JCC – that belonged to my late mother and grandmother in Berlin, Germany. 

I had no knowledge that new claims could be made after reunification.

It is my opinion that the JCC has a moral obligation to the surviving children and grandchildren (heirs) to participate in this program.  As long as there are surviving children or grandchildren, they are the rightful heirs for reparation for their families.  Our family lost everything in Germany.  The JCC does not have the right to keep this money.  My mother and grandmother were the property owners.  My brother and I are the rightful claimants (heirs) to this property.  Having just recently learned about this [previous] opportunity to file a claim for property that belonged to my mother and grandmother, it seems only fair that I have the right to file a claim now for the property that is rightfully mine as the heir to the estate.  There should be no deadline as long as there is the possibility that heirs are still alive.

  Again, in my opinion, where entire families were murdered and there are no surviving heirs, the JCC may have the right to keep these monies and use them accordingly for the remaining Holocaust survivors who are aging and in need of financial & medical help, throughout the world.

   I have therefore taken it upon myself to send this article by Dr. Enderlein to as many publications and organizations that I can,  so that they may be aware of the injustice that is being done to so many others like myself.  Dr. Enderlein and his colleagues work tirelessly on behalf of many persons who are the rightful heirs.  I hope that by sending this article to you there will be continued publicity about the JCC and their imposed deadline that is inappropriate and unacceptable to so many.  Professor Dr. Fritz Enderlein can be reached at:

 <RA.F.Enderlein@t-online.de

  Thank you for your time. Please forward these articles to anyone that you think might be interested in this issue.   Judi Hannes

BEST WISHES & CONGRATULATIONS

Birthdays:
Boiangiu, Jilly

       May   1

Frisch, Irene

       May   1

Feldman, Miriam
       May   1

Florida, Lana

       May   1

Clinger-Nash, Susan
       May   1

Gunzburg, Astrid
       May   1

Kratzer, Jean

       May   1

Welner, Rose

       May   1

Miller, Jita

       May   3

Stern, Monique

       May   3

Rosenberg, Michael
       May   4

Field, Larry

       May   5

Jacob, Ludwig

       May   5

Elberger, Sam

       May   5

Dr. Glicklich, Natalia
       May   8

Morrison, Jeanette
       May   8

Schapira, Madeleine
       May  10

Campbell, Yvonne
       May  12

Hirschhorn, Gustav
       May  12 Preisz, Magda

       May  12

Sobel, Eleanor

       May  12

Chernoff, Martha
       May  13

Bell, Daniella

       May  13

Dr. Rustov-Wreschner, M.   May  14

Dr. Szmarag, Ruth
       May  14

Silberstein, Fred, D.D.
       May  15

Zarucki, Rose

       May  16

Faiwiszewski, Adam
       May  17

Shapiro, Melanie
       May  17

Korzenik, Joseph
       May  18

Brasch, Hedy

       May  18

Jacuby, Harry

       May  20

Schwarz, Bernard
       May  20

Weinzweig, Marion
       May  20

Rosenthal, Mariel
       May  21

Engel-Goldschlag, Renee     May  22

Silverstein, Lily

       May  23

Winston, Sophie
       May  23

Herskovitz, Tema
       May  24

Hasenberg, Nicole
       May  25

Sorger, Joseph

       May  25

Gotfryd, Bernard
       May  25

Feder, David-Jacques
       May  26

Geyer, Jacques

       May  26

Moszenberg, Minia
       May  26

Mollerick, Ralph
       May  27

Finder, Esther

       May  27

Dr. Schneider, Trudy,Ph.D   May  27 

Ashenberg, Lusia
       May  28

Rechter-Lawson, Debbie      May  29

Steinberg, Manny
       May  31

Rothstein, Helen
       June    ? 

Wollenberger, Eva
       June   1

Zentner, Margrit
       June   1

Charney, Susan

       June   2

Gams, Ada

       June   3

Kirchheimer, Gunther
       June   3

Hartheimer, Eva
       June   4

Laster, Halina

       June   4

Roberts, Reni

       June   4

Berglas-Elbaum, Helen
       June   5

Rosen, Eric

       June   5

Dr. Bayme, Lloyd
       June   6

Kreuzer, Leon

       June   6

Wertheimer, Ruth
       June   6

Rubenstein, Betty
       June   7

Boenig-Scherel, Pierre
       June   8

Lasman, Henry

       June   8

Newman, Jacqueline
       June   8

Gastwirth, Morris
       June   9

Clifton, Elinor

       June   9

Singman, Sandy
       June   9  Brawer, Jacques
       June  10

Wilner, Frieda

       June  14 

Loeb, Ilse

       June  17

Mitron, Henrika

       June  18

Krumholz, Diane
       June  19

Justman, Zuzana
       June  20 

Loewy, Cecile

       June  20 

Gutman, Alfred

       June  21 

Krebs-Santos, Lilian
       June  21 

Rottenberg, Sigmunt
       June  21 

Gottlieb, Max

       June  22 

Jonas, Susan

       June  23 

Milich, Helen

       June  24 

Clayman, Ruth

       June  25 

Woods-Goldstein, Evy
       June  26 

De Groot, Louis

       June  28 

Braverman, Tosia
       June  29 

NOTICES

I: There will be an art-exhibit through May 31st; at the ‘Maurice M.Pine Free Public Library’ 10-01 Fair Lawn Ave.Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 Tel: 201 796 3400.

Our member & friend Clem Loew has informed us that he will exhibit three sculpture pieces: a life-size goat made from plaster of Paris; a figure of Clem’s father behind barbed wire, in bronze; a bust of Clem’s son in bronze and B&W photos of child survivors.

II:  A Gathering of Holocaust Survivors of Westchester and Rockland Counties.
 Wednesday, May 20th; 2-4:30PM

At: Beth El Synagogue, North Avenue and Northfield Road, New Rochelle, N.Y.

Bettina Graf:  We traveled to Washington, Montreal, and other places all over the world.  It is getting harder for us now. It is time that we meet locally, get acquainted, relax and remember over a cup of coffee and a ‘nosh’.  If you wish to join us, please call me ASAP, so that we can make the proper arrangements and find out how many people to expect. An invitation will be mailed out soon.

All Survivors, Hidden Children, Child-Survivors and Kindertransport of Westchester and Rockland County are Welcome!
Call evenings 5:00-7:00PM at:

    914-235-6611   


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

III:  I am writing a book to be titled: ‘Turkey and the Shoah’.  I would like to contact any Survivors (or their heirs) who made it to safety via Turkey.  Please contact me at:

Arnold Reisman, PhD. PE

18428 Parkland Drive

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122

Tel: 216-561-1763 

arnoldreisman@sbcglobal.net
TIDINGS & TIDBITS:

I:   On February 12th, a new Center and telephone helpline was inaugurated in Israel which intends to “provide survivors and their families with information on exactly what type of benefits, compensations and assistance they might be entitled to and how to receive them (JP).”

  Welfare and Social Services Minister Isaac Herzog and Pensioners’ Affairs Minister Rafi Eitan were instrumental in establishing the new Center.  It is widely know that:  “partly due to bureaucracy and partly to a lack of correct information,”  many survivors never received benefits they were entitled to.  The new Center can be reached (in Israel) by calling *9444.

   Tamara Mor, Founder of the “Association For Immediate Help to Holocaust Survivors”, expressed skepticism of the benefit of the new service, based on her experience of past dealings with bureaucracy.  She said:  “To be honest, we feel that this Center was created about 56 years too late.  Such a Center should have been opened immediately when Israel received its restitution money from Germany.”

II:  Orly Vilnay reports in the ‘Haaretz’ of March 30th on the case of a 92-year-old Holocaust Survivor,  Shalom Vidar, who was hospitalized and in serious condition from May 2008 until October 2008 when he died.  Vidar required full-time  medical attention, including a permanent feeding tube.  The Israeli Health Ministry considered it: “complex nursing care” which has to be paid by the patient’s family.  Reportedly, the Israeli Health Ministry does not contribute even one Shekel.  His devoted son Yitzhak – himself a wounded war-veteran of the IDF – had not left his father’s bedside for all these months. He received a letter from the hospital – while he was still in the seven-day Shiva mourning period – asking for payment of more than NIS 11,000.  Yitzhak lives on a monthly pension of NIS 4,500.

During one of his visits to the hospital, Yitzhak noticed a plaque on the wall stating that the ward had been renovated with funds from the Claims Conference.

  Vilnay reports:

 Yitzhak Vidar could not understand why the Claims Conference money was being used to renovate departments that serve the public at large, as opposed to being channeled exclusively to help survivors.  He approached the Claims Conference representative in Israel, who contacted the hospital on his behalf and requested that Vidar be exempted from paying.  The hospital refused.”

  “The Claims Conference then replied that it could not assist Holocaust survivors who were in nursing homes. Vidar the son then turned to “Hamishmar Haezrahi” my radio program with Guy Meroz, and we approached the director of the Pensioners Affairs Ministry, Dr. Avi Bitzur.  Bitzur was shocked, and contacted Prof. Yaalov Gindin who is in charge of geriatric services at the medical center.  Bitzur told us in July 2008: “Prof. Gindin told me that the fact that Holocaust survivors pay for complex nursing care is due to a High Court of Justice mistake a few years ago. Complex nursing care was not included in state-funded treatment.”

   “Now, Bitzur promised, the mistake would be corrected.  First they would take care of Shalom Vidar’s case, he said, but the Pensioners Affairs Ministry would also immediately try to cancel other Holocaust survivors’ complex nursing care payments.”

  “The holidays came and went, but the demands for payment continued. On February 16, 2009 Vidar received a letter from the hospital lawyers:  “If you do not pay your debt immediately, we will take legal action,” they wrote.  Once again, we called them; once again both the hospital and the ministry promised everything would be taken care of.

A week ago, Vidar received a letter from the bailiff’s office. In our last telephone conversation with Bitzur [of the Ministry] he sounded more desperate than anyone else.  The committee he had set up had no budget; the welfare fund had no money; the new government had not yet taken power so there was no one to talk to; and he could not understand why, despite all its promises, the hospital was continuing to send bills and pursuing legal action.”

  Reporter Orly Vilnay concludes:

“And I would like to know whether anyone knows how some order can be instated here.”

III:  Claims Conference Changes:
   Executive Vice President Gideon Taylor will be leaving his Claims Conference position in July to return to his former organization, the Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), as an Associate Executive Vice President.

   The JDC is one of the board-members organization of the Claims Conference.  During the past decade, the JDC’s “Chesed” program has been receiving 75 percent of all funds designated for the “Looted Assets” class of the Swiss banks’ settlement, for distribution in the former Soviet Union (FSU) and a similar percentage from the Claims Conference’s early allocations.

IV:  Morton A. Klein, national president of the Zionist Organization of America, is wondering why American Jewish leaders have strongly and publicly complained about the rehabilitation of a Catholic bishop because he is a Holocaust denier, yet are remaining silent about the unrepentant Holocaust denial by Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.

   Reportedly, Abbas wrote a doctoral thesis – which was subsequently published as a book  in 1982 – in which he called the history of six million dead a “fantastic lie.”  He also claimed in his book that: “The Nazis and the Zionists worked together to have several hundreds of thousands of Jews murdered in order to provide impetus for the creation of Israel.”

GLOBAL NEWS

(Items you may have overlooked)

United States:

- John Demjanjuk had been deported after having been accused of being “Ivan the Terrible”, but subsequently released from an Israeli prison after seven years.  After returning to the U.S. he was convicted again and scheduled to be deported on Sunday March 31st, but Judge Wayne Iskra granted an indefinite stay of deportation, stating that deportation of 89-year old would constitute “torture”. Germany has requested his extradition as an accessory to 29,000 counts of murder,  Now, an US immigration judge has overruled the deportation-stay and has cleared the way for deportation to Germany.

-- Josias Kumpf, 83, who served as an SS-guard at the Sachsenhausen and Treblinka camps in Germany and Poland, was stripped of his US citizenship and deported to Austria.

He had acknowledged participating in an operation in 1943 during which 42,000 Jewish adults and children had been murdered.  

   The Austrian Justice Ministry set him free, claiming that the statute of limitation had expired because he was younger than 20 when the crime was committed; because he was not born in Austria but in Serbia and because the crimes were not committed on Austrian soil.

Israel:
-- Scholars from the ‘Yad Vashem’s International Institute for Holocaust Research’ will  ccoperate with a Catholic study to evaluate Pope Pius XII’s role during the Holocaust.  Many historians have accused Pius of having turned a blind eye to the Jewish sufferings while the Church and other historians assert that Pius worked behind the scenes to save Jews.

Germany:
--  German prosecutors recently discovered that Josef Mengele, Adolf Eichmann and other infamous Nazis who had fled to South America, had been in possession of a particular type of International Red Cross travel documents.  They are now researching immigration records in Argentina and other South American nations looking for similar documents carried by individuals who might also be war-criminals but whose names they do not yet know.

-- The German renown weekly “Der Spiegel” published an essay which asserted that 200,000 ordinary German and Austrian citizens – from all walks of life: advanced degree-holders, merchants, artists, uneducated, young and old & many never linked to the Nazi party – had also participated in the Nazi horrors. To date, there have been only about 6,500 convictions.

-- ‘PETA – The People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals’ organization, had been running ad-campaigns in 2003 comparing animal slaughterhouses to Nazi extermination camps.  Paul Spiegel,  the late president of the Central Council of Jews in Germany had filed a lawsuit in 2004.  Germany’s High Court has now declared the ad-campaign “extremely hurtful” to Jewish people and therefore illegal.

Ukraine:
--  Another mass-grave of about 200 Jews was discovered near Uzhorod, on the country’s border with Slovakia.

-- The Ukrainian State archives have been returning Torah scrolls to local Jewish communities. So far, about 30 have been returned but experts estimated that only four of them could be restored; the rest consists mainly of fragments.

-- Six families of the Central Ukrainian Ciry of Vinnitza have been recognized as ‘Righteous Among the Nations.’  Fifteen children and grandchildren received awards and certificates from Israeli ambassador Zina Kalay-Kleitman.  All members of the generation that had saved the Jews have died. About 198,000 Jewish residents of the Vinnitzky region were murdered  by the Nazis.  About 4,000 to 5,000 Jews still live in the region.

Eastern Europe:
-- Although more than a million Soviet Jews were killed, most current history schoolbooks in Russian classrooms have no mention of the Holocaust.  Nor is there any mention on the subject of pogroms which were often state-sponsored.  A joint study of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the Russian Jewish Congress published these findings.

-- One hundred educators attended recently a three-day seminar on “Lessons of the Holocaust and Contemporary Russia” in Kalinigrad The seminar was organized by the Russian Research & Education Center (RRHEC).  RRHEC had also organized a four-day seminar in Novogrudok, a Belarussian city in the region where the Bielski partisans had engaged in armed resistance.

-- A building in Lithuania that once housed the Vilna Ghetto Jewish Library was slated to be sold by Lithuanian authorities. The Library once housed over 450,000 books on Jewish literature.  It is on a list of 438 buildings claimed as Jewish communal property by the Jewish community and the WJRO.  After WWII it had been taken over by the communists and was never returned. Thanks to the efforts of the U.S. Embassy in Vilnius, which argued that the Lithuanian government ought not to sell disputed properties, the sale – which was supposed to take place on April 8th – was cancelled.

Australia:

-- A Sydney District Court Judge freed a Holocaust survivor, Peter Agoston, 81, who had defrauded the Australian tax office for over $5 million.  Agoston, a documentary filmmaker, survived a concentration camp and is in ill health.  The Judge ruled that it was “inappropriate to inflict any punishment” because Agoston had “suffered unimaginable cruelty under the Nazis.”

-- A memorial was recently unveiled in Sydney for a Polish woman who was hanged by the Nazis for helping to blow up a section of the Auschwitz crematoria while the Russians were advancing on the camp.  Rosa Robata was a courageous 23-year-old prisoner who would not reveal the names of her fellow resistance fighters, despite undergoing brutal torture.

-- An Australian Judge dismissed an appeal by Karoly Zentai, ruling the 87-year-old  fit for deportation to Hungary, where he is accused of murdering a Jew in 1944.  Allegedly, Zentai was part of a gang of three soldiers who killed 18-year-old Peter Balazs in Budapest and threw his body in the Danube.  Until now, Australia had never extradited an alleged war-criminal.

Latin America:
-- In a six-pages interview for the Brazilian magazine Press and Advertising’, the archbishop of Porto Alegre, Dadeus Grings, proclaimed that the Jews control the world media.  He also tried to belittle the Holocaust by pointing out that more Catholics died during the Nazi-period than Jews.

-- Chilean legislator Jaime Naranjo has introduced a bill to construct a national monument to Holocaust victims.  The bill passed without opposition.  Naranjo was inspired by a visit to Israel.  The monument will be funded by public donations.

Elsewhere:
-- A Greek Holocaust denier, Kostas Pleuris, had written a 1,400 pages book: “Jews – The whole Truth” in which he claims that Jewish propaganda “deceives you with falsehoods about concentration camps, gas chambers, ‘ovens’ and other fairy tales about the pseudo-Holocaust.” He also called Jews “subhuman” and expressed regrets that the Germans did not rid Europe of “Jewish Zionism”.  Pleuris had been sentenced in December 2007 to 14 months in prison for incitement to racial hatred and violence. Regrettably, a five-member appeals court recently set him free.

-- Some 80 scholars from all over China attended a seminar on topics such as anti-Semitism, the rise of Nazism and the Holocaust. Lecturers came from Israel’s Yad Vashem, London’s Jewish Culture Center, the USHM Museum, Germany’s ‘Haus Der Wannsee Konferenze’ and included a Holocaust survivor from the U.K.

WHERE TO GO

         WHAT TO SEE

Manhattan:
(1) At the Anne Frank Center, 38 Crosby Street; Tel: 212-431-7993

Thursday, April 23rd,  6PM-8PM.

 Art & Film: A panel-discussion on Theresienstadt with Zuzana Justman, Leo Lowy, Miriam Friedman.  $3.oo

   (2) At the Rosenthal Institute, CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Ave. (34 St.) in the Martin Segal theater. Free lecture, Wednesday, May 13th, 6.15PM: “The Holocaust: Witnesses, Narratives and Counter-narratives”; Prof. Dennis Klein .

   (3) At the Kraft Center For Jewish Life, 606 West  115 Street.  Exhibit: “Photos of the Resistance Group ‘The Malitov Brigade”, closes April 28th.  Tel: 212-854-3012

  (4)  At the YIVO Institute, 15 West 16th Street; “Holocaust in Cinema”; for tickets: 212-868-4444   $8.oo

    (a) Tuesday, April 21st; 7PM: “Sobibor – October 14, 1943”, speaker: Stuart Klawans.

     (b) Tuesday, April 28th, 7PM: “Lili Marleen”; speaker Kent Jones

Queens:
 (1) At Queens College, Lefrak Concert Hall, Kissena Blvd. & Horace Harding Expwy. Free parking on lot # 15.  $5.oo
  Sunday May 3rd, 2PM:  DVD: “Distant Journey”. Czech with English subtitles.  (108 minutes)

  (2) At the Central Queens YM&YWHA, 67-09  108 Street, Forest Hills.  Tel: 718-268-5011; ext. 151; or pkutz@cqycc.org
    (a) Monday April 20th; 1:30PM: 

“A Lucky Child: Surviving Auschwitz as a Young Boy”; story of Thomas Buergenthal, a Judge at the International Court of Justice at The Hague.   Buergenthal dedicated his life to Human Rights Law.

    (b) Tuesday, April 28th; 1:30PM

“Hunting Eichman: How a band of Survivors and a young spy-agency chased down the world’s most notorious Nazi.”

Nassau:
  “Yom Hashoah Memorial Service” at Temple Beth Sholom; 401 Roslyn Rd., Roslyn Heights.  516-481-1865

Tuesday April 21st; 1PM – 3PM;  Cantor Ofer Barnoy and Special guest-speaker: Dr. Arthur Flug, director of the Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center at Queensborough Community College.

California:
  (1) Santa Clara Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony at the County headquarters, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose
 April 21st; 4PM – 5PM. Admission and parking free. Presentation: “Difficult Choices in the Time of the Holocaust”. Reception to follow. For info: drdschwarz@aol.com 

or 408-299-5059.

   (2) April 27th: State Of California Remembrance Week Ceremony: Sacramento, CA, State Capitol Building.  Survivors will be honored on the floor of the State Senate as well as greeted by the governor. Short reception to follow. JFCS of Palo Alto will provide Survivor bus transportation. Bus leaves 8:30AM; returns 5:30PM. Call Joe Sorger 408-268-6865.

  (3) San Francisco: Congregation Beth Sholom, 301  14th Ave;   until April 30th:   Exhibit by acclaimed photographer Evvy Eisen: “Multiply by Six Million”. Info: 415-221-8736

  (b) At the BJE Jewish Community Library, 1835 Ellis Street: Free & free parking at Pierce St. entrance; a reading and talk by Barbara Epstein: Wednesday, April 22nd; 7:30PM “The Minsk Ghetto 1941-1943: Jewish Resistance & Soviet Internationalism” 415-567-3327x70

    NAHOS Inc.

The National Association of Jewish  

   Child Holocaust Survivors, Inc.

P.O.Box   670125, Station C

Main St. Flushing, N.Y. 11367

Fax (718) 820-0859  or e-mail:

estherhamalka@optonline.net
or: leotonirech@aol.com
President & Editor:
Leo Rechter

Executive V.P. Public Relations:
Esther Widman

Treasurers:

Gilberte Hunkins

Minia Moszenberg

Auditor:
Sol Lipper

