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Dear Members & Friends:

THE VATICAN & HOLOCAUST DENIAL

Undoubtedly most of our readers are by now aware of the latest crisis in Jewish-Vatican relations. Hardly a day went by without articles in various newspapers reporting on the pardon Pope Benedict granted to a bishop who is a Holocaust denier. To sum it up, in case you have not heard about it:

-- The late French Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre had rejected the Vatican II reforms, including those that had recognized the validity of Judaism as a living religion.

-- Four bishops who had taken consecration from excommunicated Marcel Lefebvre, were in turn excommunicated in 1988.

-- Among them is British bishop Richard Williamson, who claims that only 200,000 to 300,000 Jews died during the Nazi years and that no gas chambers existed. He also endorsed the anti-Semitic forgery The Protocol of the Elders of Zion

-- On January 24th, Pope Benedict lifted the excommunication of the four bishops.

-- Jewish leaders from around the world expressed dismay at the pardon of Williamson.  Yad Vashem declared: “Denial of the Holocaust not only insults the Survivors, the memory of the victims and the Righteous among the nations who risked their lives to rescue Jews. It is a brutal attack on the truth.”

-- German Jewish leaders said that the pardon of Williamson is a “slap in the face for every Jewish community.”  Rabbi David Rosen, head of the International Jewish Committee on Inter-religious Consultations, opined that the acceptance of a “clearly anti-Semitic” bishop “contaminates the entire Catholic church.

-- The Israeli Chief Rabbinate broke its ties with the Vatican and suspended an annual Interfaith meeting with Catholic leaders scheduled for March in Jerusalem. The ADL, the B’nai Brith, the IJCIC, the American Jewish Committee and the U.S. Holocaust Museum also issued critical statements.

-- Seeking to calm down the uproar, the Pope affirmed, on January 28th, his “full and unquestionable solidarity” with the Jewish people. Cardinal Walter Kasper, the Vatican’s point person with the Jewish people, said publicly that Williamson’s comments are “unacceptable”.  He wrote to Rabbi Rosen: “I am sure you understand that bishop Williamson’s ideas do not represent the position of the church or the Holy See”.

-- January 28th: Bishop Bernard Fellay, the Superior General of the SSPX, barred Williamson from further speaking on the issue.
-- Jan. 29th: Another traditionalist priest and follower of Lefebvre, the Rev. Floriano Abrahamowicz, stated that he was not sure that Jews were killed in gas chambers. He remarked that “other genocides” like the Allied bombing of Dresden – and Israel’s actions in Gaza had not received the same amount of publicity as the Holocaust.  He pointed out that he came from a Jewish family on his father’s side. He described the Jews as “God killers” and called on them to convert.

-- In the interim, German prosecutors have been evaluating whether to sue Williamson for hate-crimes, because – in a November interviews – he had described the murder of Jews in gas chambers as “lies, lies, lies.”

-- February 4th: The Vatican called on Williamson to recant his views. The NY Times reported: “ He must absolutely, unequivocally and publicly distance himself from his positions on the Shoah.”

           (continued on page 2)

OUR NEXT MEETINGS     
Where:  Park East Synagogue

              164 East  68 Street, NYC

When: Sunday, February 22nd
            1PM – 2PM:  Social Hour

            2PM – 4.30PM: Presentation

Topic: “Music in Desperate Times: Remembering the Woman’s Orchestra at Birkenau” a DVD and lecture; conceived and conducted by Barbara Pickhardt.

Presenter: Alice Radosh, Ph.D.

The topic is based on memoirs and histories of Survivors of the only women’s orchestra to play in WWII concentration camps. This concert mirrors the unusual instrumentation of the orchestra: violins, mandolins, accordion, flute, cello, piano and percussion. The story is told through readings, choral music and orchestral music.  The concert will be performed in Manhattan in March and then in Berlin in April.  Ars Choralis will also performing songs of peace and resistance at the annual liberation day ceremonies of the former Ravensbruck and Uckermark concentration camps,

Refreshments will be served.

Members:         $5.oo

Non-members:  $8.oo

Our subsequent meeting will be held on March 22nd.   Same place, same time.  All are welcome!

Israel’s Foreign Ministry issued a press release stating that they viewed the 

“recent remarks made by the Holy See and Senior Vatican officials admonishing the manifestation of Holocaust denial as the first step in the right direction, and expect more explicit and unequivocal decisions and statements on this issue.”

-- German Chancellor Angela Merkel called on the Vatican to make it clear that Holocaust denial is completely unacceptable.

-- Cardinal Frances George of Chicago, the president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops concurred with “ the understandable outrage from within the Jewish community”  and stated:    “no Catholic, whether layperson, priest or bishop, can ever negate the memory of the Shoah, just as no Catholic should ever tolerate expressions of anti-Semitism and religious bigotry.”

-- February 11th: The International League against Racism an anti-Semitism, has stated that they will press charges against Williamson for “contesting crimes against humanity.”

-- The executive director of the AJC, David Harris, wrote sarcastically in the Jerusalem Post of February 10th (excerpts):

  “ Yes, Bishop Williamson, we Jews, with our infinitely fertile imagination and endless desire to deceive the rest of the world, made up the Holocaust.

  No there never was an Adolf Hitler, a Mein Kamf, a Wannsee Conference, or a Final Solution. Nor were there death camps at Auchwitz, Birkenau, Belcec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, or Trblinka. Nor were there Einsatztruppen, the ravines of Babi Yar,  or the ghettos.  Nor were there gas chambers, the crematoria, or the killing agents.

  And no, six million Jews were not really killed. Of course not.  They’re all living on a South Pacific island having a smashing time with their children and grandchildren.  Or maybe they’re hiding just outside Thessaloniki, waiting for the moment when no one is looking so they can regain their homes and livelihoods in a city where – allegedly, of course, Bishop Williamson – 96 percent of the Jewish residents disappeared one fine day in 1943.”

Afterthoughts:  Is it at all possible that the Holy See was not aware of Williamson’s views on the Shoah when they pardoned him? According to centuries old rumors the Vatican has a reputation of having a most efficient intelligence network.  Could it be that Williamson’s pardon was simply a ‘stalking horse’ to gauge the reaction of the Jewish communities & others in matters relating to Holocaust trivialization?  After all, if the Jewish community had not reacted emphatically, how could they – in later years – oppose in good conscience the beatification and sainthood for Poe Pius XII ? If they accepted and tolerated a Catholic bishop who is an outright denier of the Holocaust, how could they later oppose sainthood for a Pope for simply having failed to protest while there was great doubt about a valid  reason for a protest? 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 Had the Jewish leadership not reacted the way they did, the media would – most likely – also have trivialized the issue as an internal church matter. Few people would have known or inquired about Williamson’s views, just like few people care to react about the Neture Karter’s views on Israel or the Holocaust..  However, deniers all over the world would have publicized it as a victory and would have facilitated their recruiting efforts.

 In our opinion, the Jewish leadership’s energetic reaction was right on target. If we believe in the mandate of “Never Again”, we cannot, we must not keep silent in the face of denials.

The Holocaust started with words, long before the acts!

        Shalom I’Bracha;  L.R.

RESTITUTIONS ?

I:  The following information was obtained thanks to the courtesy of member Rebecca Even-Zohar who had traveled to Germany:

   Survivors who had businesses in the Eastern part of Berlin ought to apply promptly to the:

“Landesamt Zur Regelung offener Vermoegungsfragen – Landes Ausgleichamt, Adalbertstrasse 50, D-10179, Berlin Kreuzberg, 

    Although officially one had to file in 1990-92, the office is reportedly still accepting applications until the end of 2009. Telephone from the U.S.A.:

 + 49-30-9020-6518 or 6519.

Office hours for visitors: Thursdays, 12 noon to 6PM.

 II:  We received word from the Claims Conference that the total annual allocations for Social Services will be increased by $18 million, i.e: from $150 million to $168 million. The allocations will be distributed in 43 countries for services such as medical assistance, food programs, winter relief, emergency cash grants, in-home care for homebound Nazi-victims and (in Israel) maintenance of nursing homes, hospital wards and day centers.

III:  The Claims Conference is allocating $428,000 in aid to assist survivors living in areas under missile attack from Gaza. These services include emergency life buttons, home modifications, counseling, security and socialization programs.  AMCHA received a $50,000 grant to provide psychological support. In 2008 the Claims Conference funded a new AMCHA branch in Sderot.  $36.000 is provided for shatter-proof glass in three public nursing homes, in Ashdod, Beersheva and Gedera.  $106,344 will go for hunger relief programs in Eshel Ashdod and Eshel Ashkelon.

Two day centers in Sderot and Sha’ar Henegev had been established in 1998 with Claims Conference funds of $140,000 and $100,000.  In 2008, these two centers received $249,000 to expand and reinforce the buildings.

   The Barzilai General Medical Center in Ashkelon received since 2005 a total of over $1.6 million to upgrade its internal medicine, its geriatric and its Physiotherapy departments and its intensive respiratory care and occupational therapy department.  Reportedly Barzilai serves hundreds of Nazi victims each year.

IV:  The Claims Conference is offering academic fellowships for advanced Shoah studies to Ph.D candidates. Fellows will receive up to $20,000 a year for up to 5 years. All are encouraged to apply irrespective of citizenship, gender, race, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion or disability. For eligibility information, applications and deadlines, go to: www.claimscon.org/fellowships
V:  Reminder: The Austrian government will make a one-time remembrance-grant of 1,000 Euros to Austrian victims who have a victims identity card (Opferausweis or Amtsbescheiniging) or are receiving ‘Opferrente’ (that is not the same as the pension paid by the Versicherungsanstalt).

  To find out if you are entitled to the grant, contact the City of Vienna MA 40, Victims’ Welfare  at +43-1-4000-40782 or write to Thomas Klestil Platz 8/2, 1030 Vienna, Austria. The deadline to apply for those qualified is May 7, 2009.

SWISS BANKS FUND

A QUICK RECAP:

Our long-time readers might recall that ‘Special Master’ Judah Gribetz had proposed in 1999/2000 that $800 million of the $1.25 billion settlement should be set aside for “Deposited Assets’ holders, leaving only $100 million for the ‘Looted Assets’ class members (75% of these $100 million went to the FSU – former Soviet Union).

  We considered the $800 million for ‘Deposited Assets’ far too high and filed a Court Appeal which was rejected.  Five years later there was still over $400 million left which was and is and embarrassment to J. Gribetz’s Plan and estimate. To increase applications for ‘Deposited Assets’, the Court’s designated attorney Neuborne went to see the Swiss banks and came back with n additional 3,100 names of potential account holders.  Yet, hundreds of millions still remain in that account.

HSF, our alliance of rank-and-file survivor groups appealed repeatedly requesting to devote part of these balances to support the ‘Looted Assets’ class members. Our appeals fell on deaf ears.  In the Spring of 2006, another Special Master Helen Junz sent an analysis to Judge Korman asserting that all former account holders - that had already received restitutions - (with interest) had been shortchanged and ought to get an additional amount of about 10%.

  HSF filed formal objections to this proposal and the issue seemed tabled at that time.  Several hundred millions are still unclaimed and under Judge Korman’s control.

  We have now been informed that the Court will again consider the proposal of Helen Junz.  On behalf of the leaders of Survivor groups from around the country and other ‘Looted Assets’ class members, attorney Sam Dubbin filed the following Objection and Request on January 9th, 2009; (abridged):

  Master Docket No.CV. 96-4849 
   “ The following class members in this case, David Schaecter, Leo Rechter, David Mermelstein, Alex Moskovic, Esther Widman, Fred Taucher, Jack Rubin, Henry Schuster, Anita Schuster, Herbert Karliner, Israel Arbeiter, Sam Gasson. “G.K”, “L.K.”, “F.K.”, “D.B.” and “J.R”, Nesse Godin, and the Holocaust Survivors Foundation-USA,…through undersigned counsel, hereby renew their objections to the proposal to revalue certain deposited assets payments and thereby deplete the remainder of the Swiss Bank Class Settlement Funds. Objectors further request that the Court set a hearing for consideration of the merits of the proposal, and a schedule briefing and further development of the record.

  First, Objectors repeat the objections submitted to the Court on June 2, 2006. The objections and supporting materials remain unchanged and present compelling reasons to reject the proposed changes to the settlement agreement given the current limits of the settlement fund.

  Second, Objectors contend that Class Members should have a full and fair opportunity to respond to the Special Master’s Junz’s proposal.  The Objectors request that the Court set a schedule informing class members of the Court’s intention for addressing Special Master Junz’s proposal so that Objectors have an adequate opportunity to address the proposal on the merits.  One of the issues raised by Special Master Junz’s filings is that a significant amount of material information from the defendant banks was withheld from the Court and the Commission at the time of the settlement and the Court’s consideration of the Special Master’s allocation [Plan}. Her proposal also indicates that in light of that information, the total settlement in this case was too low. Therefore, class members request an opportunity to discover whether this information would support a motion for relief from judgment under rule 60, instead of proposed revision of the settlement that would eliminate the funds believed by the class to be available for a secondary distribution for class members in need.

   Finally, as noted in the U.S. Survivors’ June 2, 2006 objections, this decision will have a drastic impact on thousands of class members and should not be made without the input of class counsel and plaintiff’s lead settlement counsel. Objectors therefore request that the Court solicit their views on Special Master Junz’s proposal.

  Wherefore, for the reasons stated above, Objectors object to any proposed “revaluation” of deposited assets payments. Objectors further request that if such a proposal is to be considered, the Court provide reasonable notice to the class, of a schedule for filing comments and objections, an opportunity for discovery and a date and time for a hearing, and solicit the views of class counsel and lead plaintiffs’ settlement counsel as well.

   Respectfully submitted, D.& K.

CONGRESS AND THE INSURANCE BILL

Despite the opposition by major Jewish organizations and regardless of the change in the administration and presidency, our friends in Congress are continuing the push for a decent insurance-bill that would obligate insurance companies to open their records and would empower survivors and heirs to sue the companies in Court.  Listed below are some of the supporting letters that were sent by distinguished representatives and notables:

-- September 23rd, 2008: by the honorable Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, John Conyers, to Acting Solicitor General Gregory G. Garre, with copy to Michael Mukasey.

-- September 24th: by representatives Ros-Lehtinen, Robert Wexler, Steve Chabot and Ron Klein, to Acting Solicitor General Gregory G. Garre.

-- October 22nd: by Republican Senator Arlen Specter, to Acting Solicitor General Garre.

-- October 22nd: a 20 pages+ Amici Curiae Brief by Yevgeny Gurevich, Counsel of Record, in the name of reps. Ros-Lehtinen, Robert Wexler and Steve Chabot, in support of Appellants (HFS-USA).

Regretfully, the shortage of space in this newsletter prevents us from publishing these encouraging letters in full.

LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA

The following letter, approved by the Executive Board of HSF-USA, was sent to President Obama on January 30th, 2009 (abridged):

   “Dear President Obama:

     Holocaust survivors desperately need your help in 2009.  Like millions of other Americans, we are looking to you with great hope and anticipation for an administration focused on fairness and justice.  Unlike other, however, we were stripped of all our legal rights and have waited over six decades for collaborators and profiteers to be held accountable for their actions. And, while we know that millions of Americans need and deserve the help of their government, we hope you agree that it is morally unacceptable for tens of thousands of Holocaust survivors to be living below or near the poverty line today when global companies like Generali, Allianz, and others sit on billions in unjust Holocaust profits. Mr. President, we are counting on you to correct these injustices.

   Ironically, we who suffered unspeakable injuries and losses, have again been stripped of our rights – by the U.S. legal and political system. Today we are the only American citizens who cannot bring an action in court against insurance companies who wrongly denied payments on family insurance policies. Despite heroic efforts by Congressmen Robert Wexler and IleanaRos-Lehtinen in the last Congress, the insurance lobbyists, the Bush administration, and a cadre of corrupt interests defeated legislation to address some of the major outstanding issues.

   Despite headlines in the media that “Holocaust restitution” has been successful, this is simply not the case.  The reality is that specific property restitution for individuals has been largely unsuccessful and disappointing.  Only a fraction of the funds actually looted was recovered by individual owners or heirs, and only a small portions of funds paid out for “humanitarian purposes” have trickled down to meet the pressing needs of living Holocaust survivors.

     The Holocaust Survivors Foundation USA (HSF) is a national coalition of elected survivor leaders from throughout the United States that formed in the year 2000 to call attention to these problems.  HSF leaders have been quoted on these issues in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Associated Press, Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Miami Herald, South Florida Sentinel, Palm Beach Post, Today Show, CBS News, and Jewish Telegraph Agency, New York Jewish Week, Washington Jewish Week, Cleveland Jewish News, Forward, and other national mainstream and Jewish media. We have also testified in recent years before the U.S. Congress and State Legislatures. Nevertheless, the failure of the Government and Jewish leadership to adequately address survivors’ rights and interests remains a major blight on our nation’s moral behavior when it comes to the victims of history’s greatest crime. The only thing that is clear is that the status quo has not delivered either material restitution or moral closure for Holocaust victims.

    According to data compiled by the Jewish Federation system in 2004, there are 174,000 survivors or “Nazi victims” living in the United States. Over 40,000 survivors, 25% of the U.S. survivor population, live at or below the official poverty level, and another 40,000 have incomes so low that they are considered poor given the cost of living in their communities.

   Meanwhile, global insurance companies who are fully integrated in the U.S. market exploited the Holocaust to pocket billions of dollars for insurance policies that our beloved parents and grandparents paid for, but were never honored.  Conservative estimates show that the value of insurance policies to Jews in Europe prior to WWII that have not been paid exceeds $18 billion in today’s value. Under the current legal landscape, insurers who do substantial business in the U.S. would inherit hundreds of thousands of policies owed to victims and their families. Only federal legislation can restore our rights.

   The insurance companies’ thefts were not passive, Mr. President.  The history shows that in many cases the insurers betrayed their Jewish customers by turning over their identities, personal information, addresses, as well as their policies to Nazi authorities. Foreign businesses and governments have been watching America’s treatment of the Holocaust profiteers with a smile, seeing that in the future they will enjoy unfettered access to U.S. markets, while paying pennies on the dollar, and be allowed to cover up the sordid details of their contributions to human degradation.

   We have listened carefully to your promises of change, your commitment to “evidence based” policies, your pledge to make our government fair to the least powerful among us and eliminate the grotesque control that special interests have over our government. Fidelity to these ideals surely calls upon your Administration to address the historical, moral, and financial issues that plague survivors today. 

    Mr. President, we are turning to you for justice and dignity.  We know you spoke with our attorney Sam Dubbin in Miami and Congressman Wexler about some of these issues and you expressed support for our cause.  We have very little time left.  Thousands of our dear brothers and sisters have already passed away, having endured the indignities of old age and poverty along with the savage memories of how the world abandoned us and our loved ones. Please do not let these problems fester any longer. The immediate steps we are asking you to take are the following:

    First, support passage of legislation to require insurers to be fully accountable for their conduct toward Holocaust victims and heirs.  This means requiring disclosure of policyholders names and allowing survivors access to courts and a fair period of time to bring those claims after the information becomes available.

   Second, instruct all White House, Department of Justice and Department of State, and other executive branch officials, to inform all courts in which litigations pending, including the U.S. Supreme Court, that the U.S. government supports the rights of Holocaust survivors, heirs, and beneficiaries of Holocaust victims, to have access to U.S. courts for a determination of their rights. Unfortunately, the Busch Administration recently argued that such litigation is against U.S. policy in a case against Generali, one of the most culpable insurance companies.  We urge the new Administration to inform the courts that the United States  (1) has never undertaken a duty to achieve legal peace for foreign companies against state litigation and regulatory action; (2) never agreed that survivors or heirs or beneficiaries were precluded from filing suits in U.S. courts; (3) never mandated that individual policyholders or beneficiaries bring their claims in ICHEIC; (4) never agreed that any executive agreements preempted State laws; and (5) never agreed that ICHEIC was an “exclusive remedy” for claimants as a matter of U.S. law.

   Third, support legislation, or regulatory action under current Federal Trade Commission authority, to require insurers to disgorge their unjust gains from policies still owed to families who were in the Holocaust, after payment of all identifiable individual policies.  We believe that since all Holocaust survivors lost everything, no survivor today should live without dignity and basic needs being met.  The funds from this disgorgement should be used – in a fully transparent and accountable manner –to assist all survivors in their final years.

    Fourth, institute a comprehensive review of the status of Holocaust survivors’ living conditions today, as well as an accounting of the looted assets from the Holocaust. Restitutions of looted propert is a fundamental right in this country for which all citizens should have full rights> However, for the miscreants who profited from the Holocaust to use the passage of time and the perception that the survivors are elderly and politically weak, to retain this unjust blood money, is a moral crime.  It would be painfully ironic and wrong if our government did not correct and restore our rights to recover the resources of our parents and grandparents paid for in good faith but were wrongfully denied.

   Mr. President, we firmly believe our goals are mandated by the ideals you campaigned to adopt.  You promised fundamental change and restoration of the rights of the people over the special interests. You promised to stand up for human rights.  We believe the best start for that goal is to set a standard that the passage of time will not protect the miscreants who profited from atrocity.  We believe your principles, unlike the status quo, would require full accountability.

  We are taking the liberty of attaching the Congressional testimony of our officers, and other important news articles and materials describing the history and circumstances we have related here. We are counting on you, Mr. President, to help.

  Respectfully, David Schaecter, president HSF.

OBITUARIES

We report with sincere condolences the passing of

            Henry Froehlich
 who died of sudden cardiac arrest. Henry, a long-time NAHOS member and a pioneer in the photographic industry, was born in Rottweil, Germany. His father was deported to a concentration camp during ‘Kristallnacht’. Henry was allowed to leave Germany in 1940 and arrived in the U.S. with .38 cents in U.S. currency. In 1951 he founded the Konica camera company after having acquired the exclusive distribution rights. To his wife Marian and his entire family we extend our heartfelt sympathy.


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

We report with great sorrow the passing of

           Ernest Mermelstein

Holocaust survivor, husband of  Ruth (nee Grunberger) and NAHOS member. Our most sincere condolences to Ruth, to his daughter Evelyn, sons David and Zvi, his twelve grandchildren and twenty-six great-grandchildren.  May his family by comforted among the mourners of Zion.

EVASIVE  UNITY

[Editor’s comments: We had serious qualms whether to publish the following essay or to let an unpleasant experience rest.  In the end, it was decided to go ahead with the publication, hoping perhaps being able to change the attitudes and comportment of a certain group]

In the documentary: “In The Name Of The Victims”, the filmmaker Ilan Ziv observed that the Holocaust survivors in Israel are (more or less) united in their goals, demonstrate together against government’s abuses and injustices and are therefore frequently able to achieve a measure of success. He remarked that in the United States, survivor groups are fragmented, often work at cross-purposes and therefore were not able to achieve major results.

   Regrettably, his comments ring very true.  As reported in our previous issues, HSF-USA (our nationwide survivors’ alliance) had petitioned Congress to pass legislation to force the insurance companies to open up their records and to enable survivors to go to Court if not satisfied with the insurers’ decisions.  Several large Jewish organizations, board-members of the Claims Conference or recipients of their grants, wrote letters to Congress opposing our demands.  Upon becoming aware of this inimical action (by Jewish non-Survivors), the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs, the honorable Robert Wexler, remarked that he could not understand how these Jewish leaders could sleep at night, knowing that they were trying to prevent thousands of Holocaust survivors of obtaining their rightful dues.

The chairman of the ‘American Gathering’, Roman Kent, who was one of the ICHEIC insiders, also testified against the bill, implying before Congress that he was speaking for the entire A.G. organization, even though in fact he had been instructed by the board to speak strictly in his own name and not for the A.G. organization.

    Sadly, one rank-and-file group, who gets support from Mr. Kent and is a recipient of grants from the Claims Conference, joined in writing an opposing letter, without first examining our perception of this issue, although they sanctimoniously exhorted others to listen to all sides of any story.  Perhaps they believed Mr. Kent’s insinuation that the German industry – which in past history has opposed the German government’s restitution efforts -- would voluntarily grant benefits if not annoyed by U.S. legislation? In the interim ‘Siemens’ and other German industries are helping Iran with technical support.

  Could it be that some individuals believe that by being servile to the Claims Conference they might be able to sway that organization’s attitude towards survivors and be more representative of survivors’ needs (despite very meager progress over the last five years)?  Or, at least, to be invited to be part of that yes-saying contingent?  Regrettably, that would be nothing new; there have always be individuals who were more anxious to advance themselves by collaborating with the powers in control, than with working for the common good

   And now, to the main reason for this essay and the caption. That group had sponsored a convention in November 2008. We placed notices  in our NAHOS newsletters, handed out registration-forms and encouraged members to attend, which they did in significant numbers. Your editor and president also attended and was part of a panel (although the panel was given less prominence and publicity than it deserved).

   In December 2008, we mistakenly ordered from our printing shop more newsletters than we actually needed for our members. Rather than let these issues go to waste, we send surplus newsletters to some of the Conference attendees. Lo and behold, instead of appreciating that gesture (at our expense), we received a letter from the president practically ordering us not to use that list again? Last time we checked we were still living in a free country. Conference attendees that did not want their addresses listed had left that line blank. Over the years, that group has sent numerous newsletters to many of our members.  We do not mind!  We are receiving newsletters each month from - and sending ours to – other survivor organizations. We are authorizing others to quote from our newsletters and sometimes we quote from theirs. NAHOS was always and still is willing to work together and share survivors’ lists.  We believe in democracy and a free market-place of ideas! All survivors ought to have the right to hear from all sides and make up their own minds!!!

How else could we work toward unity?

 Our NAHOS leadership reports openly, in our newsletters, all actions we are taking.  Our members are honestly and continuously informed about what we are doing!

   On the other hand: we spoke with several rank-and-file members of the above mentioned group and not one of them knew that their leadership had sent a letter to Congress opposing the insurance bill, a bill which would have forced the insurance companies to divulge if our parents had life insurances, property insurance, dowry insurance or any other insurance.

All petty and jealous impediments to a free flow of information between survivors is counterproductive and injurious to all. It diminishes and hurts us all!

 BEST WISHES & 
   CONGRATULATIONS

Birthdays:
David Michel

    February  21

Dr. Levy, Edith

    February  21

Danzis, Rita

    February  21

Grossman, Henry
    February  22

Cooper, Simon

    February  22

Leisman, Olga

    February  22

Gordon, Raisa

    February  23

Brasch, Jay

    February  24

Kohane, Paulette
    February  24

Taitz, Carolina

    February  24

Pikielny, Henryk
    February  24

Angress, Celia

    February  25

Sirota, Neche

    February  25

Rosenberg, Rudy
    February  26

Seletsky, Murray
    February  26

Clifton, Walter

    February  26

Haruvi, Abe

    February  26

Mermelstein, Ruth
    February  27 Marx, Walter

    February 27

Ragin, Lucie

    February 27

Kandel, Denise

    February  27

Roth, Kuno

    February  27

Goldenberg, Elisabeth
    February  28

Hasson, Stefa

    February  28

Schenley, Rena

    February  28

Menco, Eli

    February  29

Gillman, Charlotte
        March   1

Jassy, Alnora

        March   1

Fox, Else

        March   2

Schiff/Stiller, Esther
        March   2

Korn, Nina

        March   2

Starr, Maryla

        March   3

Murawa, Rosa

        March   4

Lerman, Danielle
        March   6

Korn, Felix

        March   7

Schupper, Jacqueline
        March   8

Wehrman-Fainas, Renee        March   9

Polaniecki, Jack

        March  11

Werdiger, Manek
        March  11

Grun, Anna

        March  12

Bauer, Esther

        March  13

Cooper, Hanna

        March  14

Keller, Ruth

        March  15

Stillman, Mira

        March  15

Zinn. Marina Lowi
        March  15

TO GIVE HONOR

At the suggestion of several members, we are initiating this month a new section which will give members and non-members an opportunity to honor or memorialize a beloved or esteemed individual (birthdays, bar/bat mitzvoth, weddings, betrothals, graduations, in memory of, or just any greeting for any occasion.

January-February:
Mr. & Mrs. Morris & Alnora Jassy: $50 in fond memory of departed Julek Pfau.

Zophia Shulman, $40 in honor of Leo R.

NOTICES

I:  In the 1930’s, upon the advice of Theodor Herzel, European Jews started investing in Palestine. These assets consisted of real estate, bonds, deposits and shares in JCT (Jewish Colonial Trust). The JCT was the parent company of the Anglo Palestine Bank, founded by T. Herzel.  The assets eventually ended up with Bank Leumi.  Within the last 3 years they were transferred to the company  “Company for Location and Restitution of Holocaust Victims Assets”, as created by the Israeli Parliament, in Hebrew known a “Hashava”.

  The company has published 66,000 names, 6,604 names have submitted claims and 105 have been approved;   10 have been disbursed.

    I am one of the claimants and have been waiting for information about the status for two years.

    We are confronted again, as with the Claims Conference, in stalling the disbursement of these assets to survivors.

    In an effort to expedite the payout process, I would like to get together with other claimants to investigate means of obtaining our birthright. Please contact me at ivarseg@yahoo.com
After 60 years since the end of WWII it is time to settle up.

 II: “Connect 2” in Brooklyn provides friendly visits and regular telephone contacts for Holocaust survivors. They assist elderly with reading mail, shopping and other needs. All “Connect 2 volunteers are screened and trained, prior to beginning home visits.  The service is free.  Holocaust survivors who want to be part of this program, please call Lea Davidowitz at 718-449-5000; ext. 2216 or www.connect2ny.org.
III: In  New York City:  iVolunteer is a dynamic visitation program that sends volunteers to the homes of Holocaust survivors, providing them with companionship and much needed assistance. The volunteers are carefully matched with survivors who live nearby and share common interests. Through weekly visits, the volunteers build rewarding and enduring friendships with survivors. For more information: www.ivolunteerny.com
IV:  The Queens Jewish Community Council is announcing weekly delivery of  “Meals-On-Wheels Dinners”, free of charge now available to eligible seniors throughout the Borough of Queens.

Please inform eligible candidates. For information and registration, call the QJCC  at 718-544-9033.

TIDINGS & TIDBITS

I:  The USC SHOAH Foundation Institute, which now houses the video-taped interviews of some 55,000 Holocaust Survivors, is continuing to expand public access to the testimonies.  Unlike the USHM Museum, the USC Shoah Foundation is not requiring to be the only port of access. The entire archive is electronically accessible at 19 Universities and Institutions on three continents. Recent additions include Syracuse University and Texas A&M University. In coming months Stanford University and the Central European University in Budapest will also gain access. Recently, testimony collections were delivered to: * The Jewish Heritage Center of Western Canada; * The Center For the Activation of the Young in Krakow; * The KZ-Gedenkstaetteninitiative in Germany * Les Oublies de la Memoire in Livry Gargan, France; and * Facing History and Ourselves in Brooklime, MA.  Previous receipients included the ‘Freie Univewrsitaet’ in Berlin, the Monash University in Australia and numerous other institution in the U.S.A.

   The USC Shoah Foundation is to be commended for its unselfish efforts to make public access to Holocaust history globally available.

On the other edge is the Washington USHM Museum which has, at times, tried to defend its monopolizing practice by invoking privacy-protection considerations.  It is ironic that they try to protect the privacy of the deceased, while the USC Shoah Foundation makes the stories of still living survivors openly available.

The USC Shoah Foundation website is: http://college.usc.edu/vhi/instituteataglance.php.

II:  Usurpations galore:  A Czech-born Holocaust survivor, Yehuda Kolliner, living in Israel, went in December 2008 with his wife and children to visit his former hometown Teplice, Czech Republic.

He was welcomed by the mayor of the town but shunned by the town’s Jewish leadership.

The problem is that his family’s former elegant house had been ‘aryanized’ by the Nazis, subsequently confiscated by the communists and afterwards turned over to Czech regional authorities who granted it to the Jewish community of Teplice.

  Kolliner had been trying for almost 20 years to regain his property, but one condition of the Czech restitution law stipulates that one had to prove that a restitution-request for the property had been made after 1946.  The house is currently the property of the Jewish community which also asserts that a ‘humanitarian’ award the Czech government had awarded in the 1990’s to Czech survivors, including Kollner, now precludes him from filing a legal claim on the house.

III:  On June 26th, 2009, Prague will host an International Conference as part of the Czech government’s initiative to return confiscated property to Czech Holocaust survivors and heirs.  Formal invitation letters were sent to 45 Prime Ministers of various countries

IV: Lost brothers:  A thousand years ago, Kaifeng, about 500 miles southwest of Beijing, was the capital of the Chinese empire and the most populated city on earth.  Ancient Kaifeng had a prosperous Jewish community which never suffered from persecution or discriminations. At its peak, the community numbered about 6,000.  Because of the absence of social bias and bigotry, the ensuing assimilation and integration caused the Jewish community to dwindle and to become almost extinct. Yet, even after Kaifeng’s Jews had already completely assimilated, they continued to live in the old City and in the old section. They also continued keeping several customs like keeping kosher and observing the Shabbat. The names of two of the streets still appear in Hebrew.  In the 1980’s as China opened to the West, Jews from the U.S. and Canada came to Kaifeng and met with the old community’s descendants. Only during the past 20 years have the remaining 1,000 descendants of Kaifeng Jewry discovered their roots. Some are considering undergoing proper conversion and making ‘aliyah’.

   It is not clear when the first Jews came to Kaifeng. A stone tablet dating back to the 1489 Kaifeng synagogue – which is now in the city museum – is inscribed with the following:  “According to the commandment of their god, the Jews came from Tian-Sho (Chinese for both ‘India’ and every state to the west of China) with woven materials from the west in their hands, meant as a gift for the emperor.”

     GLOBAL NEWS

(Items you may have overlooked)

United States:
-- The O.S.I. - Office of Special Investigations of the U.S. Dept. of Justice will publish its case work papers of 30 years pertaining to Nazis who had entered the U.S. illegally. The O.S.I. had been investigating over hundred Nazi cases since 1979. Thousands of pages of Court decisions will be turned over to the Yad Vashem.

-- The Museum of Modern Art and the Solomon Guggenheim Museum have reached a settlement with the family of Paul Von Mendelsson-Bartholdy which had claimed two Picasso paintings allegedly acquired from the family under duress. Under the terms of the settlement, the paintings will remain in New York.

-- As aired on a segment of “60 Minutes”, pilot Sullenberger received a letter from the child of a Holocaust survivors, telling him that saving one life is like saving an entire world.  Sully and his wife declared this to be their favorite letter.

Israel:
-- According to the ‘Foundation For The Benefit of Holocaust Victims’, many survivors affected by the economic crisis have begun to hoard food.

-- Yad Sarah, an Israeli Volunteer organization, which is a favorite charity recipient of many U.S. Holocaust organizations, has lost $1.5 million in the Madoff scandal. The American fund-raising office had the funds invested with J. Ezra Merkin’s Ascot partners.

Germany:
-- In Berlin, a memorial has been set up for Georg Elser, who had attempted single-handedly to assassinate Hitler in 1939. A private foundation paid for the memorial.

-- The Dresden State Art collections will display, for the first time, works from Yad Vashem’s  Holocaust memorial.  Many artists whose works will be exhibited, did not survive the Holocaust.

-- The ‘TimesOnLine’ reports that German students will have to visit a Nazi concentration camp as part of their curriculum.  The legislation, introduced in Bavaria, is likely to become the norm in all of Germany.

-- The Auschwitz camp is decaying. In the 1990’s Germany contributed $19 million for conservation work and Poland had pledged to carry ongoing costs.  Germany has now pledged to help pay for urgently needed restorations.  A total of $66 million is needed.

-- Well-known Holocaust denier Gerald Fredrick Toben was set free in Britain and the British Court ruled against extradition.  He had been arrested on a warrant issued by Germany.  A German spokesman declared:  “England will not extradite him, but we will continue to attempt to have him arrested in other countries.”

-- The State of Brandenburg will donate prime real-estate in Potsdam and will help build a synagogue. Potsdam’s Jewish community numbers about 1,200 members, most having come from the former Soviet Union.

-- The Central Council of Jews in Germany had turned down an invitation to the country’s main annual Holocaust remembrance event because Council members – some of them Holocaust survivors – had not been acknowledged publicly during the ceremony. Now Jewish leaders are working with the German government to resolve a perceived ‘communication problem’

-- During a Holocaust remembrance day in Munich, demonstrators demanded a end to German business-dealings with Iran, especially by ‘Siemens’.  In an open letter the ‘Stop The Bomb’ campaign asked how a company that “..profited from slave labor in Auschwitz” could “conclude contracts for various large projects in Iran”  when “one of the Iranian government’s declared goals is to erase Israel from the map.”

-- Neo-Nazis scheduled an International Gathering and march in Dresden on February 14th. Last year their Gathering was attended by 6,000 right-wing extremists.  A coalition of over 12,00 counter-demonstrators was organized to demonstrate against the neo-Nazis. The challengers of the neo-Nazis  came from Germany, the Czech Republic, Holland, Poland, Russia and the Ukraine. Their protest march is called “Geh Denken” (March & Think, or if written as one word: “Remembering”).

-- A group of young squatters in the East German city of Erfurt, have been giving informal walking tours in the abandoned building of the former “Topf und Soehne” oven manufacturers.  They are showing visitors where  “..the company designed and built the Auschwitz crematorium, as well as airtight  gas-chamber doors and ventilation systems.”

Europe:
-- Gianfranco Fini, the president of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, remarked at a ceremony in parliament that the Catholic Church and Italy also bear responsibility for the persecution of Jews, not only the Fascists. He called the racial laws imposed in November 1938, a “shameful page in Italy’s history”.

-- Italy’s highest Court ruled that Germany must pay more than $1 million in damages to the relatives of over 200 men, women and children, massacred by German soldiers in Central Tuscany in 1944.

-- On Holocaust Memorial Day (January 25th) over 800 Italian high-school students left Florence on a special memory train for a visit to Auschwitz and Krakow.

-- After having been freed (after 22 years), a 91-year old German war-criminal attempted to hold up a Belgian pharmacy with a toy gun.  He had been convicted in 1968 for murdering six Jews in Gorlice, Poland.

-- British lawmakers chastised the ‘Al Jazeera’ network for having permitted the airing of a sermon by the cleric Sheik Yusuf al-Quaradawi in which he celebrated the Holocaust as a ‘Divine Punishment’ and prayed to Allah to kill Jews “down to the last one.”

-- A Norwegian comedian, Otto Jesperson – during his comedy-routine – pitied the “millions of fleas and lice that lost their lives in the gas chambers because they had the misfortune of settling on persons of Jewish background.”  A Jewish man who had lost nine family members filed a formal complaint.

Ukraine:
-- A Hitler figurine with movable arms, which enables it to make the infamous salute, is being sold in the Ukraine.

-- A digital Archives Center, from the Ukrainian Secret Service, containing also documents about the Holocaust, has been opened in Odessa.

-- Educators, experts from non-governmental organizations and government appointees discussed how the Holocaust ought to be thought. The public discussion was held in Kiev and hosted by the United Nations Office.

Brazil:
President Luis Inacio Da Silva, wearing a yarmulke, joined other notables and Jewish and don-Jewish officials in a ceremony memorializing the Holocaust.

WHERE TO GO

    WHAT TO SEE

Manhattan:
    1)  “A Trial in Prague” a film by our member Zuzana Justman, Monday, March 30th; 7.30PM, at the Bohemian National Hall, 321 East 73rd Street, NYC. RSVP at Svu.newyork@hotmail.com

    2) At the Rosenthal Institute, CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Avenue (34th Street), in the Martin Segal Theater. Free documentary and lecture: Wednesday, March 25th. 6.15PM: “I Remember” a documentary about four Polish Jewish Survivors who were either helped or betrayed by their Christian neighbors.

   3) At the Anne Frank Center, 38 Crosby Street, Info: 212-431-7993.

$5 donation suggested.

      a) Sunday, March 1st, 4PM: “The Family Photo Album”.  Otto Frank’s photos of the family before going into hiding.

      b)  Thursday March 12th; 6-8PM Exhibition: “The Children of Theresienstadt”; 40 objects on loan from the Theresienstadt Holocaust Museum

     c)  Tuesday, March 31st, 6-8PM; “A Survivor remembers Theresienstadt”, Margrit Wreschner Rustow, Ph.D. (NAHOS member) recounts her memories.
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