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Dear Members & Friends:

CONTEMPLATIONS

The ‘Forward’ newspaper of March 6th, in an article by Nathaniel Popper, reports on the firing of a legally deaf employee, Herbert Lazarus, by the YIVO Institute For Jewish Research in Manhattan. Lazarus reportedly worked for nearly 25 years shelving and retrieving books and was only two years short of his retirement.

Allegedly, he was not offered any help in finding new work, nor given guidance on how to access aid to help with his impecunious financial situation.  Popper reports:
   “More than 70 scholars and researchers have signed a letter calling for Lazarus to be reinstated, citing YIVO’s Jewish obligations. ‘As a Jewish organization, particularly one that is rooted in traditions of social justice, it behooves you to consider the welfare of your employees.”

 Also: “Rabbi Elliot Dorff, an editor of ‘Contemporary Jewish Ethics and Morality,’ said that Jewish texts and traditions are filled with discussion about the importance of work – and the responsibility that employers have to employees.” “Try to avoid firing people who have worked for decades and are a year away from their retirement or their pension. It’s just mean, frankly, to fire people at that stage.”
Sadly, insensitivity and heartless firings are going on all over this city and country. Then why are we reporting on this particular case?

Because YIVO, over the years, has been the beneficiary of many hundreds of thousands of dollars of grants from the Claims Conference, funds that morally and rightfully ought to have been allocated to needy survivors.  We are not trying to denigrate the performance of YIVO as an institution; they carry out a valuable and necessary task.
However, they were able, each year, to raise contributions close to, or over, one million dollars without the Claim Conference’s allocations.

Since, in effect, the survivors’ community has become a major unintentional contributor to the YIVO Institute, we ought to have a voice in deciding how the Institute should do its downsizing. We would strongly suggest that Mr. Carl Rheins, YIVO’s executive director and his executive staff take major pay-cuts, rather than dismissing a long-term employee who, during his many years of service, earned only a fraction of the salaries of his upper-echelon superiors and who is only a few years away from retirement.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

In the same ‘Forward’ issue of March 6th, Noam Neusner reports on the Jewish Foundations who lost their assets in the Madoff scandal. He describes the fact that the Foundations “were sitting on vast pools of accumulated wealth, much of it used to little effect” a greater scandal than Madoff’s deceptions.  
Under federal law, foundations are 
        ( continued on page 2)

OUR NEXT MEETINGS
Where: Park East Synagogue
              164 East  68 Street
When:  Sunday, March 22nd
             1PM – 2PM:  Social Hour

              2PM – 4PM: Presentation

Speaker: Erin Einhorn a reporter for the New York Daily News where she’s covered New York City’s government and the nation’s largest school system.  She has written for the Philadelphia Inquirer Philadelphia Daily News and Fortune. A contributor to the public radio’s “This American Life”, her story was the basis for one of the show’s most popular episodes.

Topic & Book: When reporter Erin Einhorn found the family that hid her mother from the Nazis during WWII, she thought she’d created a made-for-TV- reunion for two families thrown together by history. A man who knew her mother as a child threw his arms around her and – tears streaming down his face – told her the little girl had been a sister to him.  But the initial embrace soon gave way to half a century’s hurt feelings and resentments.  Erin found herself apologizing for choices made years before she was born.  Then, as she confronted the heart-wrenching circumstances of her family’s tragic past, unexpected events in her own life altered her mission completely.
Refreshments will be served

All are welcome

Members; $5.oo

Non-members: $8.oo


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Our following meeting:
Sunday, April 26th: 
Same place, same time

Speaker: Edwin Black

Topic: “Nazi Nexus” the explosive story that reveals the connection of the biggest American corporations to the Holocaust. 

 The roles of the Ford Motor Company, General Motors, the Rockefeller Foundation, IBM. The Carnegie Institution and others are exposed as corporate accomplices.
required to give away a minimum of  5% a year, an amount often replenished or exceeded by interest earned. But most Foundations regard the 5% requirement not as a minimum but as a ceiling.   They ignored reports and statistics about widespread poverty in the Jewish community, especially among Holocaust survivors.
  “According to a report from New York’s Foundation Center, Foundation assets doubled from $330 billion in 1997 to $669 billion only ten years later.”

“They had money to spend and they didn’t spend it. Now it’s gone.”
Neusner, who was President Bush’s principal economic and domestic policy speechwriter from 2002 to 2004, goes on to recommend that:

  “every 50 years, our community’s stored wealth must be spent and its charitable assets depleted.” 

We are not certain whether total extinction of most philanthropic foundations – be it in a current year or 50 years hence – would be in the best interest of the general population.  But there is plenty of room between 5% and 100%. In our opinion, instead of spending only the minimum required 5% and aiming to increase their asset bases substantially, Foundations ought to ignore further asset-growth and adjust their philanthropic contributions each year according to the current economic needs of the population. The staggering losses by many of our community’s most prominent Foundations and non-profits are hurting and will be hurting, for many years to come, all those who depend on this assistance. Last year’s impressive asset-base has gone up in smoke and so did the economic relief and support it could have provided.  Another sad commentary on the prevailing culture of greed of many of the powers to be.
P.S.: One important distinction has to be made here. Let’s make one thing clear! Above admonition does not apply to the Claims Conference. The Claims Conference is not a Foundation, although they have been acting as if they were also a philanthropic organization, aiming for asset-growth and perpetual existence. We emphatically reject such notion. All funds amassed by the Claims Conference came not from contributions by the general public or any wealthy individual, but were restitutions and compensations morally and ethically the property of Holocaust victims. All current and future funds and assets ought to be spent on survivors’ needs according to actuarial projections of the life expectancies of the remaining survivors.  When the last Holocaust survivor has departed from this earth, there ought to be only enough funds left to satisfy unavoidable financial obligation. All other funds and assets of the Claims Conference ought to have been spent and the operation should be closed down having lost all reasons for further existence.

Shalom U’Bracha; L.R.

POPES  & DENIALS
Updates on the Williamson’s topic:
February 12th:  Pope Benedict XVI told visiting delegates from the Conference of Major Jewish Organizations that  “it is beyond question that any denial or minimization of this terrible crime is intolerable and altogether unacceptable.”  Editor: The why is he trying to canonize Pius XII?
February 19th:  Fifty Catholic U.S. Congressional representatives wrote to the Pope:  “We do not question your reasons for revoking the excommunication of Bishop Williamson or your right to do so, but we fail to understand why the revocation was not accompanied by an emphatic public rejection of his denial of the Holocaust.”

February 19th:   Williamson was ordered out of Argentina by the government because he:  “has concealed the true motive for his stay in this country.”  Williamson, being a British citizen, returned to England.

February 26th:  Having been ordered by the Vatican to apologize for his views, Williamson uttered: “The Holy Father and my Superior, Bishop Bernard Fellay, have requested that I reconsider the remarks I made on Swedish television four months ago, because their consequences have been so heavy,” and:  “Observing these consequences I can truthfully say that I regret having made such remarks, and that if I had known beforehand the full harm and hurt to which they would give rise, especially to the Church, but also to survivors and relatives of victims of injustice under the Third Reich, I would not have made them.”
The Vatican declared this apology as insufficient because he did not recant his views.

March 5th:  Aha!  The Vatican circulated a document, dated November 1943, reportedly found in a convent in Rome. The document is designed to support the Vatican’s assertion that Pius XII worked behind the scenes to save Jews and ought to be canonized. It had been sent from the Vatican to the convent weeks after 2000 Roman Jews had been deported to Auschwitz and lists the names of 24 people that the nuns sheltered at the suggestion of Pius XII. (What an enormous rescue). 
 Is the attempt to minimize the scope and the effects of the Holocaust the real reason for Williamson’s pardon?

A  PROMISE 
By Francois Uzan

Translated from French by Berthe Bania & Edward Palumbo
From Hiroshima I take a train to Fukuyama, and from there another one that drops me off at the tiny station of Yokoo.  Then, as I go through the fields, I pass some traditional houses and laughing school children. When suddenly, right in the middle of this small area of Japan countryside, I see a white building with the Hebrew word “Chai” on its front.
The young woman who greets me does not speak a word of English, excuses herself and disappears. A few minutes later a Japanese gentleman in his sixties comes to me with a smile on his face and speaks to me in a language I do not understand:  Hebrew….I just met Makoto Otsuka.

Makoto Otsuka, a Protestant minister, explains to me that he is a member of the Japanese Christian friends of Israel, and then takes me for a tour of his small museum.

This museum is made up of drawings, photos, and a few objects that belonged to deportees.  The Holocaust Education Center (HEC), as it is called, is a thousand times different from the Shoah Memorial in Paris or the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington: on a much smaller scale, it was built up of objects collected by Makoto Otsuka himself in memory of the million and a half Jewish children, murdered during the Holocaust. However, despite its small resources, more than 15,000 Japanese children have already visited it.  To understand how the idea of such a museum was able to take root in the mind and heart of a Japanese Reverend it is necessary to go back more than 30 years.
1971. The young Makoto Otsuka travels with his choir on a tour of Israel.  One day in Netanya, an elderly man tells him the story of his daughter who was deported and died in the camps. This young girl’s name was Anne Frank. This man is her father, Otto Frank.
Galvanized by this meeting, Makoto Otsuka returns to Japan with the strong desire to tell the story of Anne Frank and the Holocaust to the Japanese, especially the children

And after visiting many of the big museums of the world, meeting many survivors and setting foot in the concentration camps where the very horrors occurred, he founded the Holocaust Education Center in 1995.

At the end of my visit, Mr. Otsuka shows me one last thing. Facing me is a small triangular structure and tucked away inside is the most precious item in the museum: The shoe of a child killed in Auschwitz. The Reverend has me light a candle and we remain there for some seconds in silence.

And 15,000 kilometers away from home, I say to myself that I never felt more Jewish.

Before I leave, I ask Mr. Otsuka what I can do to help his museum. “Let people know that we exist” he answered: “we need objects, anything having to do with deportees.”
And my promise dates from that day:  The promise to tell wherever I go about Makoto Otsuka’s museum.
The promise to spread the message he received from Otto Frank.

The promise to let people know about “Small Hands”, a choir of Japanese children trained by Makoto  Otsuka who sing Yiddish songs.

The promise, finally, to tell the story of Sadako.

Sadako was two years old on August 6, 1945, when the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.  Ten years later when she learned she had leukemia, she remembered a Japanese tradition and started to fold 1000 paper cranes so that her wish to be healed would come true.  By the day of her death, she had folded more than 1300 cranes. And when I visited Reverend Otsuka’s museum  I saw pictures of Anne Frank surrounded by paper cranes like those folded by Sadako.
No one wants to compare Hiroshima and the Holocaust but the fact that Japanese children spontaneously folded cranes to honor Anne Frank shows ho much Mr. Otsuka has succeeded in his goal: he has given these children the ability to imagine the suffering of another child, the ability which alone permits the story of a young Jewish girl, born so far away, more than half a century ago, to become part of their lives.

In 2006 I returned once more to Fukuyama to make “Anne and the Reverend” a documentary in honor of Reverend Otsuka and his museum.  Helped by a journalist, Valenti Oberty, and a cameraman, Denis Gaubert, I followed Makoto Otsuka in his daily rounds for three weeks.  At the beginning of 2008, “Anne and the Reverend” was finally completed and, so far, has been screened several time by the  Association of Former Members and Friends of L’OSE  in France, on French television in the series Protestant Presence and at the festivals of Jewish Film in Toronto, Los Angeles and soon Philadelphia.
Each time I have the opportunity to screen this film, whether the hall is full or not, I never fail to ask the audience to help Mr. Otsuka by sending him any object that they feel they can part with either of their own or of a relative who was a victim of the Holocaust.

It’s those objects that keep alive the memory of the Holocaust, our memory, and for this reason, Makoto Otsuka and his museum need us, more than ever.  To keep reminding people about both of them is my way of keeping my promise.
If you wish to know more or to assist Makoto Otsuka and his museum, please contact Francois Uzan at: http://www.francoisuzan.com  or

e-mail: francois.uzan@gmail.com
This article appeared in French in the October 2008 issue of ‘Bulletin d’information de l’Amicale des Anciens et Sympathisants de l’OSE’.

Authorization to republish was obtained from the author.

HR 1746 – ONGOING!

After the Insurance Bill HR1746 was passed by the Foreign Affairs Committee, with provisions beneficial for survivors, it came before the Financial Services Committee chaired by Barney Frank who represents a Boston area. Frank, apparently influenced by the insurance lobby and large Jewish organizations, removed the favorable provisions from the Bill, rendering it meaningless. Below is a letter sent in January 2009 by Izzy Arbeiter to Barney Frank:
    “Dear Barney: This letter is written on behalf of the Holocaust Survivors Foundation USA, Inc, which includes as you know the Holocaust Survivors of Greater Boston of which I am president.
   Survivors across the United States were extremely disappointed in the way the House Financial Services Committee handled HR 1746. 

  Mark Talisman informed the HSF leadership that in late November, he spoke with you in the Rayburn cafeteria and asked you why you had agreed to equate Holocaust survivors with felons by denying us access to U.S. courts to sue any insurance company including ICHEIC companies. You told him it was not your intent to deny survivors access to courts and that you would help fix that in legislation in the next Congress.

   Given the difficulties we and our advocates had in receiving accurate information from the staff….., I am asking you to communicate directly with me to confirm that you support legislation allowing all survivors and heirs and beneficiaries of insurance policies access to courts against any insurer, including ICHEIC companies.

   Mark said you also reiterated your concerns that a federal registry of insurance customers would raise privacy issues. The survivors do not agree that the privacy rights of non-Jewish insurance customers from the 1930s and 1940s should overcome the moral and legal rights of survivors and heirs to recover looted policies against insurance companies. Whether your concerns were based on laws or just conceptual, we urge you to consider that, now that the U.S. has led the effort to grant complete unfettered access to the Bad Arolsen Nazi archives, files pertaining to 17 million persons incarcerated by the Nazis,…with such data now open to everyone including historians, researchers, and families, any notion that Holocaust era data is privacy-protected is moot.

   Finally, we were disturbed to learn that among the points made against the Foreign Affairs version of HR 1746, was that passage of such a measure would lead the German government to reduce the already meager benefits it provides to help poor Holocaust survivors.  We knew this was a bogus argument, and the German Embassy informed HSF leaders and others, including Congressional staff, that there was no truth to the argument that the German government would retaliate by cutting benefits to survivors, if HR 1746 passed in its original form.
   We are looking forward to hearing from you that, at a minimum, you would support legislation to clarify survivors’ and heirs’ rights of access to courts to recover insurance policies sold to our parents and grandparents and other relatives.

     Sincerely, Izzy Arbeiter


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Seeking to clarify the position of the German government, the Holocaust Survivors Foundation (HSF) had sent an inquiry to the German Ambassador Klaus Shariot.  HSF asked whether passage of the Insurance Bill 1746 would jeopardize the payment of benefits to survivors as had been contended by the Claims Conference in their letter to Chairman Conyers of the Judiciary Committee on July 2nd, 2008. The Claims Conference wrote:
    “… a new federal cause of action would vitiate previous Holocaust-related compensation commitments and agreements, and thereby significantly jeopardize critical, ongoing negotiations with Germany and other governments for the continuation and expansion of hundreds of millions of dollars in critical funding, immediately required, for survivors in need in the United States and worldwide.”

     Here are the last few paragraphs of the German Ambassador’s reply: 

     “However, while we continue to oppose HR 1746 and any similar bills, Germany has never threatened to respond by cutting existing benefits to poor survivors, and we have no intention to do so in the future.  Pension payments under the Federal Compensation Act (BEG) and support to existing JCC programs, including pensions and one-time payments, will, of course, continue as provided for under the law and international agreements,
   Turning away from the principle of “legal peace” after voluntary compensation has been paid would make it almost impossible, though, to convince the business community not only in Germany but anywhere in the world to enter into voluntary agreements that ensure compensation for Holocaust survivors.

   Let me reiterate that I fully respect your work on behalf of fellow survivors.  I continue to believe, however, that negotiations and voluntary contributions are the best way to help survivors in need, a goal we should all have in common.

   Please convey my warm regards to the members of the Holocaust Survivors’ Foundation’s executive committee.

         Sincerely, Klaus Shariot

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Postscript:  The “Business Community” (unlike the German government) has never freely consented in any ‘voluntary’ contributions.  Any and all payments from companies ever obtained had to be coerced.

  The German Ambassador’s assurances, taken together with the documentation we now have that the Clinton Administration never promised “legal peace” (i.e. David Ogden brief in the Ninth Circuit in the summer of 2000, after the U.S. German agreement was signed), discredits totally the Claims Conference’s and other opponents’ arguments.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Looking at the Past:
Below are some statements made or actions engaged in by individuals or organizations who now - contrary to their previous positions  - choose to oppose passage of the Bill HR 1746:

     1/22/1999:  Stewart Ain of the ‘Jewish Week’ reported:

    “ Abe Foxman, himself a survivor, was the first to say the legacy of the Holocaust should not be about money.  So why did his Anti-Defamation League accept a $100,000 gift last year from the Italian insurance giant Assicurazioni Generali – without fanfare, and in the midst of Generali’s negotiations with survivors seeking compensation for life insurance policies it has refused to pay?  And why did the ADL, which released a statement praising Generali when it agreed to a $100 million settlement with survivors, remain mum when the company withdrew it?”
   3/16/2000:  New York State Insurance Superintendent Neil Levin warned the insurance company ‘Munich Re’ that they would face fines of up to $100,000 a day if it failed to submit lists of unpaid Holocaust policies.

  Sadly, Neil Levin perished in the World Trade Center during the 9/11 attack.

   7/17/2000:  In his remarks at the 12th and concluding plenary, Stuart Eizenstat, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury, stated:  “It is critically important that all German insurance companies cooperate with the process established by the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims or ICHEIC.  This includes publishing lists of unpaid insurance policies and subjecting themselves to audit.  Unless German insurance companies make these lists available through ICHEIC, potential claimants cannot know their eligibility, and the insurance companies will have failed their moral responsibility.”
   7/17/01: ICHEIC chairman Eagleburger accused the insurance company ‘Allianz’s conduct as “worse than the communist North Vietnamese and the Soviet Union.”

   2/1/02:  A ‘Forward’ article proposed to make Eizenstat a ‘moderator’ in the ICHEIC because of ICHEIC’s slow and expensive claims process. Eagleburger opposed the creation of a ‘moderator’ position.  Nevertheless, Eizenstat now praises ICHEIC and opposes HR 1746.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The following letters to the new chairman of  the Foreign Affairs Committee Howard Berman were sent by Si Frumkin, who is chairman of the SCCSJ (3,000 members), also Staff lecturer at the Museum of Tolerance, Simon Wiesenthal Center, Senior Advisor and Founder Association Holocaust Survivors from former USRR, and member on numerous Boards of Directors (abridged):
   “1/16/2009:   Dear Howard,

On July 25, 2008 In wrote you a letter asking for your help in providing justice to tens of thousands of my fellow Holocaust survivors,  Much has happened since then, not least is the landslide election, your re-election and your well deserved move to the chairmanship of the Foreign Affairs committee. I congratulate you and wish you much success and meaningful accomplishments.

    My July letter addresses the conflict that has been slowly winding its way through the House on the passage of HR 1746 – the bill dealing with restitution and compensation of the heirs and relatives of holders of life insurance policies with European insurance companies.  Last year it looked as if justice was to be done but the untimely death of Tom Lantos brought it to a halt.  This legislative session faces a number of important tasks.  They are all critical but none will likely affect the life or death questions that this issue will – we are dealing with a destitute population of people who survived the Nazis and came to America searching for justice.  I urge – I implore you to help them!
  I have attached a copy of the letter of  7/25/08 that addresses the facts of this issue. I hope you will devote some of your efforts towards a resolution that will finally do what is right.”

     “July 25,2008:

       Congressman Howard Berman,

   Dear Howard:

This is not the usual letter a legislator receives. I will not regurgitate the statistics that you have seen many times before. I will not go into the legalistic minutia that are already familiar to you and your aides.  This is an appeal to you, to your conscience, to your sense of right and wrong.  And it isn’t a selfish appeal: I personally want nothing for myself, my friends or my family.
This is a request for justice for tens of thousands of destitute people whom I do not know personally but whom I consider my brothers and sisters because we share a tragic past.

I am a Holocaust survivor. I was liberated from Dachau by the American army at the age of 14, just twenty days after my father died.  Five years later, in 1949, I managed to come to the U.S.  I have lived here for most of my life – 59 years!  I married a third generation American; we had two sons and two grandchildren; I got a good education and managed to build a good life for my family.

I love and trust America and, in this, I am not alone.  We, immigrants – and especially  we survivors, know how grateful we should be to this wonderful country.  We know better than those who were lucky enough to have been born here, the ‘real’ Americans, how much better, fairer and more just this country is than just about any other on this planet.
  I have tried to repay the debt I believe I owe, by helping those who were less fortunate than I.  I was deeply involved in the Soviet Jewry movement that liberated 1-1/2 million Soviet Jews to allow them and their children to live in freedom in the greatest exodus to freedom in 3000 years.  I have advocated help – often successfully, sometimes less so, - for Holocaust survivors.  I wrote and lectured on the Holocaust to thousands of children and adults at colleges, museums, churches and synagogues.

In pre-Soviet Lithuania my father had an automobile dealership.  He sold Harley Davidson motorcycles as well as German NSU and British motorcycles, Swedish SKF ball bearings; (U.S.) Fisk and (British Kelly) Springfield tires and much more.  He spoke many languages, had a degree from a German University and traveled on business and pleasure all over the world.
  I am mentioning this in order to show that he was a sophisticated, well educated individual who cared for his family.  It is inconceivable that he didn’t provide for his wife and children by purchasing life insurance.  He died in Dachau on April 7, 1945 without a death certificate.  Many years later, the European insurance companies (and their handmaiden ICHEIC – created by them, financed by them, and controlled by them) still refuse to reveal the names of their clients and thus give possible beneficiaries a chance to see for themselves if the European bandits had stolen and kept the premiums European Jews had paid.

Several years ago, I was involved in the distribution of $3 million that a consortium of Dutch insurance companies made available for destitute Holocaust survivors in California. This was the only such action by European insurers. We distributed the money to several thousand recipients – without any expense to the fund we created – all costs were covered by the interest the money earned.

By comparison, in his testimony in 2003, Lawrence Eagleburger, ICHEIC’s chairman declared that ICHEIC had paid out $35 million in insurance claims while spending $56 million to do so. He also stated that ICHEIC regarded as valid 54,000 received claims but had made offers to just 2600 – less than 5%!  The best estimate by experts is that millions of policies were sold to European Jews by the insurance companies – ICHEIC acknowledged [only] 54,000 as valid.

  The Claims Conference has a long and convoluted history; some of it is commendable, some not.  Its handling of Jewish properties in East Germany and reluctance to contact the rightful heirs of these properties; its refusal to  acknowledge valid claims for restitution by immigrants and survivors; its refusal to increase the participation on its Board of Directors with Holocaust survivors, the obscenely long time it took to finally expose and dismiss the former discredited chairman Israel Singer, are examples of policies that resulted in harm to survivors without input from survivors.

  At this time, HR 1746 was meant to right some of the injustice of distributing millions for research, education, museums and historical landmarks at a time when tens of thousands of destitute, sick and feeble survivors who struggle to survive would be deprived of help. All of them are at least in their 70’s – disillusioned, neglected and voiceless. HR 1746 was unanimously supported by the Foreign Affairs Committee with the late Tom Lantos as chairman.  And then, shockingly, the help that would have become available through HR 1746 has now been emasculated by amendments in the Financial Services Committee.

I am aware that there was support from a number of Jewish organizations for making the bill meaningless.  The organizations supporting the amendments are not directly involved with Holocaust survivors, do not represent them and frankly, have no business in lobbying or influencing decisions concerning the plight of the survivors.
  At this point I want to repeat something I have said before: if and when the lists of insurance clients are published and it becomes obvious that my father had life insurance, I will transfer anything I would be entitled to, to organizations or individuals that would use the money to help indigent survivors.

  I am not in this for money, I write this letter in search of justice. In just a few years more, the survivors will be gone forever.  I beg you – do whatever you can to pass HR 1745 in the form that was supported by the late Tom Lantos!

     Sincerely,   SI Frumkin

 OBITUARY
We report with sincere condolences the passing of:

                Flora Singer
beloved wife of Jack Singer; devoted mother of Mark (Ellen) Singer and Sandra (David) Landsman; loving sister of Charlotte(Floyd) Gillman and Betty (Jack) Rubenstein; cherished grandmother of David Singer and Kara and Melanie Landsman

 Flora (originally from Belgium) was co-president with Nesse Godin, of ‘Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Friends of Greater Washington’ and a member of the USH Memorial Museum’s Speakers Bureau. She is author of her memoir “Flora: I was but a Child” in which she recounts her story of hiding as a young girl, with her two younger sisters, in convents and orphanages in Belgium

To Flora’s family and all her many friends, we extend our heartfelt sympathy.
IN HONOR & MEMORY
Mrs. Ruth Mermelstein, in memory of her beloved husband Ernest Mermelstein:                $54

Dr. Wlasyslaw Sidorowicz, MD,  in memory of the sacrifice made by his unknown parents who saved his life by handing him out to Gentiles through the window of a train, somewhere near Lvov and assumedly coming from Thessaloniki:                            $100

NOTICES:

I:  On April 19th, 2009, the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center is scheduled to be completed and opened to the public.  The 65,000 square-foot facility will comprise a permanent Holocaust exhibition, an art gallery, a youth education center, classrooms, auditorium and exposition space.
 It will be the largest center of its kind in the Midwest. Executive director Richard Hirschhaut observed that: “It’s likely to be the last major museum to be built in cooperation with Holocaust survivors.”

The museum plans to host international lecturers and artists and teach about the “ dangers of prejudice and hate.” Michael Berenbaum, interior and exhibit co-designer and a former project director of the USHM Museum, explained that “ the display will be narrative driven and ‘linear’, taking visitors through the story of the Holocaust and exploring the question of “how a democratic government can move to a totalitarian government.”  
 They’ll see depictions of a ghetto and of Kristallnacht, and enter a real German railroad car of the period.  After that come liberation, a displaced persons camp, resettlement, and finally the testimony of survivors – which Berenbaum said will confer on visitors the responsibility of becoming a “witness of the witnesses.”
Survivors and their families are delighted to know that another major memorial place will relate to the world the agonies and brutalities they had to endure. Concurrently, they expressed the hope that the new museum will be supported by the general Jewish community, will be self-sufficient and not dependent on subsidies drawn away from restitution funds.
II:  The USH Memorial Museum will be conducting oral interviews of Holocaust survivors in the New York City area.  They forwarded the following message:

“ Dear Friend,  we want to hear your story.  We want to know about your early life, your family, your loved ones, how you survived the Holocaust. We want to know how you rebuilt your lives.  Our mission is to document and preserve Holocaust testimonies as primary sources that will allow future generations of students, researchers, teachers and filmmakers to hear and see people who experienced, witnessed or perpetrated the genocidal policies and crimes of the Germans and their collaborators. The Museum’s oral history archive is one of the largest and most diverse centralized resources for Holocaust testimonies in the world.  It contains over 9,000 audio and video interviews.  Interviews have been conducted with survivors the Holocaust and Nazi persecution, including Jews, Roma (‘Gypsies’), Polish gentiles, Jehovah’s witnesses, homosexuals, and political prisoners as well as with resistance fighters, rescuers, witnesses, collaborators, perpetrators, liberators, postwar prosecutors, and relief workers at displaced persons camps.
We are hoping that during 2009 we will have the chance to meet and talk with you.  We are planning a trip to New York in the not too distant future.  Interviews will be conducted either by Judy Cohen, USHMM’s Diector of Photo Archives, or Ina Navazelskis of USHMM’s Department of Oral History.

If you are interested in being interviewed, please contact Stephanie Blyskal, Dpt. Of Oral History, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW Washington, DC 20024. E-mail: sblyskal@ushmm.org
Tel: (202) 488-6103

BEST WISHES  & CONGRATULATIONS

Birthdays:
Birenbaum, Charles
       March  17

Ripp, Evelyn

       March  17

Schoenberg-Siegel, Helen  March 22

Goldofsky, Roslyn
       March  22

Szczesniak, Dorothea
       March  22
Sztul, Bella

       March  22

Redlich, Carol

       March  22

Steiner, Ruth

       March  23 Boiangiu, Octavia
       March  23

Freudenberger, Shirley      March  23

Grunwald, Regina
       March  24

Stukelman, Fira
       March  25

Aferiat, Sophia
       March  26

Graber, Felicia

       March  26

Goldstein Paulette Feiler    March 27

Kohane, Sally

       March  27

Kleinberg, Dorothy
       March  27

Mandel-Schick, Judith       March 28

Glaser-Infeld, Fela
       March  29

Roman, Charles
       March  29

Hait, Jane
     
       March  30

Goldschmitt, Kurt
       March  30

Dr. Nir Yehuda
       March  31
Lawson, Fred, Esq.
         April    1

Sroka, Nelly

         April    1

Gabor, Szuzsa

         April    1

Fried, Sol

         April    1

Cohen, Suzanne
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SWISS BANKS FUND
In our previous issue we reported that Judge Korman will again consider a proposal by Special Master Helen Junz to increase the payments to individuals of the ‘Deposited Assets’ class – who had already received and accepted restitutions – by another 10%, thereby depleting all remaining funds, instead of allocating these funds to the ‘Looted Assets’ class. HSF filed formal objections.

Breaking News:  We are happy to report that the State of Israel concurs with our perception and has filed a 33-pages long analysis and objection. Below are some excerpts of that lengthy report, dated February, 13th, 2009:

  Objections by the State of Israel
The State of Israel, as ‘parens patria’ for all class members living in Israel, respectfully submits its Objections to the report of Special Master Gribetz dated December 19, 2008, and the series of ...recommendations by Special Master Junz.  The recommendations propose that the Court make a substantial upward adjustment to the ‘presumed values’ that have been used to establish award amounts for accounts as to which no balance information is known or for which balance information is known but believed to be below average. The State of Israel considers the recommendations misguided.  They are not based on an adequate evidential basis; they fail to take account of the moral and legal claims of the neediest class members; and they have been proposed to be adopted in a manner that is profoundly antithetical to the transparency and openness that has heretofore characterized these proceedings. The Court should reject them ‘in toto’.”

“[I]n conducting the negotiations that culminated in the $1.25 billion settlement Agreement, plaintiff’s negotiating team utilized figures derived from an economic analysis of the flow of funds into Switzerland during the relevant period that were extremely close to the figures that were eventually suggested by the Volcker Report.”

“The Special Master observed,… it was highly unlikely, given the passage of more than half a century that all of the accounts designated by the Volcker Committee as ‘probable’ or ‘possibly’ related to victims of Nazi persecution [would be] actually claimed. Thus, the Plan of Allocation contemplated that after “Stage 1” of the distribution not all of the $800 million allocated to the Deposited Assets Class would be claimed, and provided that any residual funds should be distributed “to needy members of the Looted Assets Class, as well as to needy spouses and children of Nazi victims.”  As the Plan of Allocation explained, “[w]here, as here, a settlement fund is ‘not sufficient to satisfy the claimed losses of every class member’, the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit has made it clear that it is ‘equitable to limit payments to those with the most severe injuries’ and to ‘give as much help as possible to individuals who, in general, are most in need of assistance.”’
2003 Interim Report and Proposed Reallocation:   In November 2003, the Court adopted an interim Report by Special Master Gribetz. The Interim Report indicated that approximately $131.5 million had been returned to members of the Deposited Assets Class (Editor: Out of $800 million assigned).  The Interim Report further recommended that this Court re-allocate unclaimed residual funds, if any, to the Looted Assets Class in accordance with cy pres principles.
The Recommendation to Re-value Accounts:  On December 19, 2008, Special Master Gribetz submitted the report now under scrutiny. In our judgment, the Junz proposal is premised on what appears to be unsound methodology and analysis. The recommendation rests in large part on Special Master Junz’s decision to include the known values of Category 3 accounts in her computation of the average values – the precise course rejected by the Volcker Committee as “not reliable”, “inaccurate”, and “misleading.”
“Several things are clear. None of the money belongs to the Defendants (the Swiss banks). None of the money ever did. The accounts always belonged to depositors – not the banks. The true owners of many, many accounts did not come forward – either because they and their heirs perished in the Shoah or because they did not know about the accounts. So there is unclaimed money that must be distributed to someone. The question is who should receive this unclaimed money.”

The Recommendation fails to protect the Rights of Members of the Looted Assets Class.  The Plan of Allocation and applicable case law provide the Court with discretion to adjust distributions “to assure fairness among all claimants.” But this discretion must be exercised in accordance with the Court’s duty “to assure fairness to all members of the Class.” The recommendations fail to account for this duty.  It would be inconsistent with the Court’s duties “to assure fairness to all members of the Class”  to adopt the Junz Recommendation in any way.  The Recommendation before the Court does not address the reasonable expectations of the neediest members of the Looted Assets Class. In our view, it would be profoundly unfair to the neediest survivors now to deem their status as unworthy of full protection of the Court – at a time late in the lives of the members of that Class and long after the Plaintiffs settled their claims by staying in the Class rather than adjudicate their claims.”
“If this Court approves an upward adjustment to the presumed values for the Deposited Assets Class, the funds available to the Looted Assets Class will be significantly less than expected.  Needy class members in Israel will be hit harder by the decrease in available funds due to the over-weighted allocation to FSU countries in the previous allocations. Notably, these allocations did not take into account the large migration of the neediest class members from the FSU countries to Israel.”

“The Depositors have been paid. There are excess funds. The time has come to distribute those excess funds in accordance with the cy pres principles embodied in Special Master Gribetz’s original Plan of Allocation.” 

“Under Rule 53, a court “must give the parties notice and an opportunity to be heard” when “acting on a Master’s order, report or recommendations.”  Thus before the Court takes any action with respect to the …Junz Recommendations, it must provide the Looted Assets Class with adequate notice and opportunity to be heard in a manner consistent with past Class notice.”
Conclusion:

“The critical question that this Court must now address is what to do with residual funds that have remained unclaimed. At its most fundamental, the choice is: (1) distribute such funds among plausible heirs of deposited asset owners, so that a substantial majority of such claimants receive more than the accounts were worth; or (2) distribute the excess funds to needy survivors.  The State of Israel does not consider the question to be a close one. The Recommendation should be rejected.  

State of Israel
Dated: February, 13th, 2009

GLOBAL NEWS
(Items you may have overlooked)

Germany:
-- When the apartment of a deceased individual in Berlin was cleared out, they found the drawings and original architectural designs for the crematoriums and the kitchen facilities at Auschwitz. Also found was a plan for a complex of S.S. houses, that were never built. Because of little initial interest, the drawings wound up with an antiques dealer.  Subsequently, the German newspaper ‘Bild Zeitung’ became aware of the drawings, purchased the designs and put them on display. The documents, certified as authentic, fill in some gaps in the historical time-span.

-- Peter Sachs of Sarasota, Florida, has been recognized by a German Court as the rightful owner of a poster-collection of over 4,100 items currently displayed in a Berlin museum. Peter had sued the ‘Deutsches Historisches Museum’ for the return of his father’s collection. After an internment in a concentration camp in 1938, his father Hans managed to flee Germany with his wife and 14 month old son Peter.  Peter is a retired airline pilot. The Court has yet to decide whether to require the museum to hand over the collection or on any other form of compensation.
-- In a sting operation, the German police raided over 200 apartments and shops and confiscated banned neo-Nazi music-material.  Investigators had set up a fake Internet trading place for prohibited music.

Europe:
-- Gordon Brown, Britain’s Prime Minister, became the first world leader to sign the London Declaration on Combating Anti-Semitism.  Brown stated: “I encourage other heads of government to become signatories to this historic document; together our renewed efforts can rid the world of this ancient virus.”  The London Declaration calls on governments to “challenge any foreign leader, politician or public figure who denies, denigrates or trivializes the Holocaust and must encourage civil society to be vigilant to this phenomen and to openly condemn it.”
-- During the proceedings pertaining to a lawsuit for reparations to a Holocaust victim, France’s Highest Court, the Council of State, declared France “responsible for sending Jews to death-camps”, “permitted or facilitated the deportation from France of victims of anti-Semitic persecution.”  Over 73,000 French Jews perished in the camps.
-- The government of Poland has made a formal request to the European Union for financial assistance to maintain the Auschwitz concentration camp. Prime Minister Tusk wrote: “Saving Auschwitz-Birkenau means saving the memory of millions who suffered and were bestially murdered. It is the responsibility and duty of entire Europe.”

Israel:
--  The prominent rabbi Shlomo Aviner, head of the Ateret Cohanim Yeshiva in Jerusalem, is urging Israeli schools to cancel their annual trips to Nazi death-camps. According to Aviner, there is a halachic ban on leaving Israel. He also stated: “I’m not holding a grudge against the Poles, but we shouldn’t provide livelihood to people who allowed death camps to be built on their land and who are now making a profit out of it.”  He added that educators had told him that the educational value of the trips lasts only about three weeks.
WHERE TO GO

    WHAT TO SEE:

Manhattan:
  (1) We have been informed that no RSVP is needed to attend the film “A Trial In Prague” by our member Zuzanna Justman, Monday, March 30th, 7.30PM, at the Bohemian National Hall, 321 East 73 Street, and because of the large turnout last time, the Czech Center is moving the screening from the ground floor to a larger venue on the fourth floor.
  (2) 3G- New York, 3rd Generation, Wednesday March 18th. 6.30PM at the Center for Jewish History, 15 West  16th Street: David Gewirtzman (survivor) & Jacqueline Murekatete (Ruanda), share their stories of survival and hope.  $12

  (3) At the Anne Frank Center, 38 Crosby Street. Info: 212-431-7993

Tuesday, April 7th, 6-8PM: Scenes and songs from the Play:  “I Never Saw Another Butterfly” Seniors: $3
   4) At the Rosenthal Institute, CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Ave. (34 Street) in the Martin Segal Theater: Free lecture Wednesday April, 22nd; 6.15PM: “Resistance during the Holocaust”, by professor Steven Bowman; Univ. of Cincinnati

   (5) For those who missed the NAHOS February 22nd meeting: ARS Choralis will present “Music in Desperate Times” in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 1047 Amsterdam Ave.; on Saturday, March 28th, 8PM. Tickets $25-$35.

at: www.stjohndivine.org
Silicon Valley:
A very special film event “Against the Tide”, scheduled for Thursday March 26th; at 7PM; at the Camera Seven Theaters, Pruneyard Shopping Center, 1875 S. Bascom Ave., Campbell.  The film documents what happened in the U.S. during the Holocaust, highlighting how a young activist Peter Bergson challenged Washington and the established Jewish organizations to demand the rescue of European Jews.  Oscar-winning director Richard Thank and rabbi Marvin Hier of the Wiesenthal Center will speak and take questions after the film. Narrated by Dustin Hoffman,

Seniors: $9 Tickets 1-800-838-3006

or: www.svjff.org
San Francisco:
At the Congregation Beth Sholom, 301 14 Ave.  Until April 30th: Acclaimed photographer Evvy Eisen’s exhibit: “Multiply by Six Million.”  Portraits and stories of Survivors. For info: 415-221-8736 ext. 111; or abarth@bethshlomosf.org
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